12 DEC 2002
Muhyi ddi n- MCA
BN S | MAGE MAY BE AFFECTED | F STERN ACTI ON NOT TAKEN AGAI NST MCA DUO

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 12 (Bernama) -- Umo vice-president Tan Sri Mihyi ddi n
Yassin said the Barisan Nasional's (BN) i mage may be affected i f the MCA
does not take stern action in handling the disciplinary i ssue concerning
two Penang State Assenbl ymen fromthe party.

He said the MCA, as an inportant conponent party in the BN, nust act
i rmedi at el y agai nst Dat uk Keramat State Assenbl yman Li mBoo Chang and Jawi
Stat e Assenbl yman Tan Cheng Li ang.

"We want action to be taken on the nmatter as soon as possi bl e so that
ot her peopl e woul d not say that it (the MCA) is | ooking for other excuses,"
he said at a nmedia conference after delivering atalk on the future of the
Mal aysi an corporate sector in facing stiff conpetitionin Asia today.

He was asked to comrent on the statenment by MCA president Datuk Seri Dr
Li ng Liong Sik that the BN could not interfere in determ ning discipline
pertaining to the two State Assenbl ynmen concer ned.

Dr Mahathir yesterday said the MCA was percei ved as not uphol ding the
BN s cooperative spirit if it was not prepared to adhere to the conponent
parties' stand.

Muhyi ddi n, who is al so Donestic Trade and Consuner Affairs M nister,
sai d t he MCA shoul d respect the views of Dr Mahathir as the BN chairman
because the i ssue was related to matters pertaining to BN principles.

"That's why we don't want the MCA | eaders to perceive the matter as an
internal problemand it would take tine to resolve the issue inits own
way.

"But the party as an affilited nenber of the BN cannot act differently
or followits own style,” Mihyiddin said.

Li mand Tan created controversy when they abstai ned during the vote on
the notion by the DAP on the | ast day of the Penang State Assenbly sitting
on Nov 21.
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