08 MAR 2002

Court - Anwar

COURT TO DELI VER DECI SI ON ON COCSTS | N ANVAR' S SUI T AGAI NST PM NEXT
MONTH

KUALA LUWPUR, March 8 (Bernama) -- The Court of Appeal here today fixed
April 26 to deliver its decision on the quantumDatuk Seri Anwar | brahim
has to pay Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad as costs following his
unsuccessful applicationto quash the striking out of his RMLOO mi|Ilion
i bel suit against the prime mnister.

Court of Appeal Deputy Regi strar Mhamed Nasir Yahya deferred his
deci sion after hearing subm ssions in chanmbers today by Dr Mahathir's
counsel Fadzil ah Mohaned Pi | us and counsel Karpal Singh who appeared for
Anwar .

Dr Mahathir is seeking costs of RML52, 755.

On Dec 9, 2000, the Appeals Court uphel d the decision of H gh Court
j udge Datuk Dr R K. Nathan who had struck out Anwar's suit agai nst Dr
Mahat hir with costs.

Anwar filed the suit in January 1999 clainmng that Dr Mahathir had |ied
and had mal i cious intention when he told a news conference at the Prine
Mnister's Departnent that he (Anwar) had committed an i nmoral act.

Dr Mahathir said in his defence that he had uttered the words in his
capacity as the prine minister with qualified privilege.

This will be the third time Anwar has to pay costs to Dr Mahathir in
relation to the libel suit.

On April 17, last year, Anwar was ordered to pay RvB5, 284.80 as costs
for the proceedi ngs before the H gh Court and anot her RML8, 489 as costs for
t he proceedings at the Federal Court on July 6, |ast year.

The Federal Court, on Feb 23, last year, disnissed with costs Anwar's
application for | eave to appeal agai nst the Court of Appeal's decisionto
uphol d the Hi gh Court's deci sion.

Anwar is currently serving a total of 15 years' jail for corrupt
practice and sodomy. The hearing of his appeal against his conviction and
six-year jail termon four counts of corruption will resune on March 25.

- - BERNANMA

JA MFJ RM



	COURT TO DELIVER DECISION ON COSTS IN ANWAR'S SUIT AGAINST PM NEXT (Bernama 08/03/2002)

