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On devel oped State track

Abdul Razak Ahmad

ALOR STAR, Tues. - After Kedah Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed
Zain presented the 2002 State Budget and economic targets |ast year, a
sceptical opposition attenpted to rudely |laugh himoff.

Kedah ains to becone a devel oped State 10 years ahead of the national
aspiration of Vision 2020, and they were not confident the State
CGovernnment woul d neet the targets within the tinme frane stipul ated.

Wth a population of 1.6 mllion and a | and area conprising a nere 2.86
per cent (9,426 sq knm) of the country's total, the opposition pointed out
how it was inpossible for Kedah to achieve the targeted 10 to 15 per cent
annual GDP growth rate until 2010.

Undeterred, Syed Razak, who conceptualised the plan to nmake Kedah a
devel oped State, patiently explained how such growth rates were
achi evabl e, based on the strong perfornmance figures so far.

Kedah had, after all, recorded a 9.6 per cent GDP average growh rate
for the past 10 years, which is higher than the national average of 8.7
per cent.

To support double-digit growh figures till the end of the decade,
however, the State woul d anong other things need to pull in huge anounts
of foreign direct investnment, an average of RML billion annually until
2010.

Such high targets are being consistently nmet, with Kedah reportedly
drawing in RWMOO mllion in FDIs |ast year and this year's figure already
surpassing the RML billion nmark.

In addition, per capita incone will have to record US$4, 000 (RML5, 200)
by 2010, an alnost six-fold junmp in a 20-year period from 1990 when the
figure stood at RW, 612.

The State's performance figures showit is on the right track. Per
capita income in 2000 increased to RV, 317.50, and poverty |evels have
fallen from 30 per cent in the past decade to 13.5 per cent.

Kedah will al so need masses of know edge-based workers, who will have to
conpri se 50 per cent of the State's workforce.

To neet such specialised | abour needs, 50 per cent of the State's
popul ati on of university-going age would have to be enrolled in
institutions of higher I|earning.

The State has earnaked the establishment of no fewer than five new
institutions of technical and higher |earning, nanely the Asian Institute
of Medi ci ne, Science and Technol ogy in Merbok; the Kedah Agriculture
University in Kubang Pasu; Universiti |slam Kedah, here; the Ml aysian
Construction Acadeny in Sintok and the Matricul ati on Coll ege in Changl un.

They are part of the 110 devel opnent projects propelling the Kedah Maju
2010 Action Plan | aunched by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad
on Sept 21 |ast year.

These projects include massive infrastructural undertakings such as the
construction of a RM600.5 mllion dual-carriage Trans Eastern Hi nter-I|and
H ghway from Durian Burung to Kulim a new damin Beris, Sik; and various
new t ownshi ps and tourisnrel ated projects.

To ensure that the targets continue to be nmet, the State CGovernnment will
hol d a convention on Kedah Maju 2010 begi nni ng t onorrow.

The convention, to be held at the Dewan Seri Negeri in Wsna Darul Aman
here, is scheduled to be officiated by Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri
Abdul I ah Ahrmad Badawi .
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