26 MAY 2002

ABI M LAUDS DR MAHATH RS DECI SI ON TO MEET POPE JOHN PAUL

KUALA LUVPUR, May 26 (Bernama) -- The Ml aysi an Muslim Yout h Movenent
(ABIM today wel coned Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad' s
decision to neet up with Pope John Paul 11.

ABI M Presi dent Ahnad Azam Abdul Rahman said the neeting woul d be
meani ngful towards addressing gl obal issues fromthe perspective of
inter-faith di al ogue.

"The nmeeting would allow the exchange of ideas over gl obal issues,” he
told Bernama in response to reports on the Prime Mnister's acceptance of
the invitation fromthe Pope.

"I believe this reflects an acknow edgenent of Ml aysia's voice as

representative, though not all, of the Islamc nations ... nevertheless a
voi ce recogni sed as significant by Pope John Paul ," he said.
"We are confident the neeting will involve the exchange of opinions on

i ssues of terrorismas well as current crises especially in Wst Asia that
i nvol ves Jews, Christians and Muslins," he said.

Azam sai d di scussions and di al ogues to resolve issues conplied with
I sl am ¢ t eachi ngs.

Dr Mahathir had today infornmed the nmedia of his acceptance of the
invitation fromthe Pope. Hs visit to Vatican City is scheduled to be held
next nonth, in conjunction with visits to Switzerland and Luxenbourg.
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