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ABOUT 300, 000 REPATRI ATED | NDON WORKERS MAY RETURN TO M SI A

JAKARTA, July 30 (Bernama) -- About 300,000 illegal Indonesian workers
in Mal aysia repatriated in stages under the current operation nay return to
the country once they obtain their work permts, a |abour mnistry official
sai d today.

Deputy head of the South Sul awesi Labour and Transmi grati on Depart nent
Sjahrir Tadjuddin said that an estimated 450,000 ill egal workers were
t aki ng advantage of the ammesty arrangenent but out of that, some 300, 000
who had been working for years in Ml aysia could not resist returning for a
better fortune.

"Of course, their return will take place after they obtain | ega
wor ki ng docunents," he was quoted as saying by |local portal news network,
deti kcom

He said the lure of returning to work in Ml aysia cane fromtheir
enpl oyers who were prepared to pay for their trip and the cost of
processi ng t he docunents required.

"Ri ght now, in Nunukan al one the Inmigration Departnent is releasing
about 1,000 new passports daily to applicants fromanong the repatri ated
wor kers, " he sai d.

He said no | ess than 2,000 applications were received daily for the
travel docunents which the workers had to obtain before they coul d apply
for permits to work in Ml aysi a.

Nunukan, just a stone's throw away from Tawau whi ch shares the border
wi th East Kalinmantan, had seen the exodus of thousands of illegal
| ndonesi an workers since two weeks ago followi ng Mal aysia's crackdown on
them

Come Thursday, Ml aysia will inplenment harsh new inmmgration | aws which
provide for a mandatory six nonths jail and possibly up to six strokes of
the cane for illegal entry and harbouring of illegal imrgrants.

Currently, offenders only face up to five years in jail or a fine of
not nore than RMLO, 000 but in npst cases, the courts only inpose the fines.

The strict nmeasures cane about follow ng violence by | ndonesi an workers
at a textile conpany in Nilai, Seremban, on Jan 17 this year with 15 of
them hel d responsi bl e for the incident.

The incident al so pronpted Mal aysia, which is hone to about about hal f
mllion Indonesian workers, to limt their nunbers and restrict themto
certain sectors only.

The Ml aysi an cabi net had in February deci ded that the recruitment of
foreign workers be carried out under a governnent-to-governnent agreenent
to avoid problens |ike foreign workers being cheated or not being able to
find enpl oynment as pronised in Mal aysi a.

Last week, Indonesia Foreign Mnister Hassan Wrayuda gave a conmit nent
t hat I ndonesia woul d send the repatriated workers back to Mal aysia only
after giving themproper training as well as proper travel documents and
work permts.

He said the I ndonesi an workers i ssue woul d be brought up during
hi gh-1evel tal ks between President Megawati Sukarnoputri and Prine M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad, who will visit Indonesia on Aug 7 and 8, in
Bal i .
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