12/ 10/ 2002
“Need for national health insurance plan'

Ram an Sai d; Sham ni Sarshn

KUALA LUVPUR, Fri. - A national health insurance schenme is needed because
the Governnment will not be able to continue providing funds for the

escal ating cost of health care, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said today.

The Prime Mnister said the Governnent did not want to burden the people
but there was a limt to what it could do. "W have increased next year's
allocation for the Health Mnistry by 20 per cent, the biggest so far, but
often this is still not enough, so we need to have sone kind of health
i nsurance. "

Dr Mahathir was speaking at a Press conference after |aunching the Wrld
Si ght Day 2002 at the Kuala Lunpur Gty Centre. Present was Health
M ni ster Datuk Chua Jui Meng.

The Prime Mnister said the Government was studying health insurance
schenmes used by other countries, but he said the British nodel would not
be considered as people there were required to make statutory
contributions. "W are still studying the matter ... the Health Mnistry
will brief me onit.”

On whet her the schenme would al so include civil servants, he said
Gover nent enpl oyees had enjoyed free treatnent at Governnent hospitals.

The service was extended to non-civil servants but the CGovernnent found
the cost prohibitive.

"During the British occupation, medicine |ike cough syrup cost one sen
per bottle, and the people brought their own bottles, so it could be given
free.

"Now, besides the cough syrup, they are given antibiotics and ot her
pills costing Rvb, RMLO each ... we do not have the capability to provide
themfor free anynore.™

He assured the people that free treatnment woul d continue at Governnent
hospi t al s.

However, he said those who could afford it should not burden CGovernnent
hospital s. Sonetinmes, he said, factories directed their workers to
Governnment hospitals for free treatnent when they should be paying for it.

In his speech, he said greater awareness nust be created on the
i nportance of caring for the eyes and the treatnent avail able.

Wth nodern technol ogy and advancenent in the field, he said sone people
wi th eyesi ght problens could be treated.

"Besi des the CGovernnent, non-governnental organisations nust play their
role as sone of these visual inpairnment conditions can be prevented if
corrective neasures are taken earlier

"God willing, with co-operation fromall quarters, we can reduce the
nunber of visually-inpaired people in Mlaysia."

He said the Governnment was concerned and sensitive to the needs of the
handi capped, including the blind.

Wrld Sight Day is an annual event organi sed by the International Agency
for Prevention of Blindness and co-sponsored by the Wrld Health
Organi sation. The event has been acknow edged in Ml aysia since 1999 and
carries the theme "Vision 2020: The Right to Sight".

It focuses on the probl emof global blindness and ains to raise
awar eness that 80 per cent of blindness can be treated or cured. The cost
of global blindness is estimated at RVMB5 nillion every year

A study conducted in Ml aysia in 1996 showed 54, 000 people were blind in
bot h eyes and anot her 460, 000 had vi sual problens.
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