28 DEC 2002
Mel aka- Chri st mas
100, 000 ATTEND NATI ONAL CHRI STMAS OPEN HOUSE

MELAKA, Dec 28 (Bernama) -- Mre than 100, 000 Mal aysi ans and foreigners
attended t he nati onal | evel Christnmas open house cel ebration at the Hang
Tauh Mall, here tonight.

Thousands of visitors converged at the mall since 3pmto cel ebrate the
event.

Yang di - Pertuan Agong Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin Syed Putra Jamal ul ail and
Raj a Per mai suri Agong Tuanku Fauzi ah Tengku Abd Rashid arrived at the venue
at 9.15pm

The royal couple arrived in special horse carriage fromthe CGol den
Legacy Hotel and were acconpani ed by the Yang Di pertua Negeri Tun Syed
Ahmad Shahabudi n and Toh Puan Marfuza Shei kh Osman.

Al so present were Dr Mahathir, his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mhd
Ali, Chief Mnister Datuk Seri Mohd Ali Rustam Culture, Arts and Tourism
M ni st er Dat uk Paduka Abdul Kadir Shei kh Fadzir, Information M nister Tan
Sri Khalil Yaakob and M nister in Prime Mnister's Departnment Tan Sr
Ber nard Donpok.

The climax of the open house was when the king switched on the lights
that decorated the Christnas trees al ong Hang Tauh Mall, foll owed by the
fireworks.

Local entertainers |ike Senario, Francisca Peters, Kenny Lee, the Baba
and Nyonya group, and the Portuguese conmunity cul tural group were present
to entertain the guests tonight.

The Christmas event in Mel aka today was the | ast of the six open house
progranmme organi sed this year by the Culture, Arts and Touri smM nistry.

Last week, Kedah hosted the Hari Raya Aidilfitri open house -- Chinese
New Year in | poh (Feb 16), Gawai festival in Kuching (June 8), Tadau
Keaamat an (harvest festival) in Kota Ki nabal u (June 15) and Deepavali in
Ser enban (Nov 4).

Earlier in his speech, chief nminister Mohd Ali said the open house
refl ected the racial harnony that existed in the country, especially inthe
state since the era of the Malay Sultanate i n Mel aka

He added t he open house was not only pronoted wi thin Ml aysia, but al so
in overseas through the i nternet which attracted tourists fromSi ngapore,
Britain, Netherlands, Portugal, Indonesia and Thail and.

Mohd Al'i said Mel aka is prepared to host the open house event next year
if the mnistry allows themto do so.

Meanwhi | e, Abdul Kadir said all the six events showed the cultura
diversity and racial unity in Ml aysi a.

Previ ously, the open house concept was only practised in a small scale
during Hari Raya cel ebration, but nowit had becone a popul ar event anbng
other races and this would hel p to create Bangsa Ml aysi a nuch faster.
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