06/ 11/ 2002

W deni ng regional integration

THE canpai gn agai nst terror in Southeast Asia has been further
strengthened with the wel cone addition of Thailand as a nenber of the
Asean anti-terror pact. Even though it carries the innocuous title of an
"Agreenment on Informati on Exchange and Establishment of Communications
Procedures”, the pact will help detect, disrupt and cripple the
terrorists' regional network.

Terrorists survive on uncertainty and fear. If we don't know where they
are likely to strike next, this will ex-trapol ate the psychol ogi cal panic
they create anong the popul ation. Furthernore, if they are able to plant
bonbs and instigate incidents, even thinly, over a w de geographical area,
this will exaggerate the inpact of their violent acts.

If the countries fighting terrorismin the region do not work nore
closely and share intelligence, this will play into the hands of the
terrorists. Wth Thailand joining the pact, the noose will tighten around
the perpetrators of terror who may try to slip across borders and nationa
boundari es. Counter-terrorist measures nust include isolating the
terrorists in the region so that they can be nore easily elimnated.

I solating them of course, requires the type of co-operation the pact is
designed to achi eve.

Apart fromthe anti-terror pact, the biggest |leap forward at the Eighth
Asean Sunmit in Phnom Penh was the Framework Agreenent on Conprehensive
Econoni ¢ Co- operation between Asean and China. The accord is not only the
first step in the establishnent of the largest free trade area in the
wor | d, comnbi ning Asean's 500 million with China's 1.7 billion people, but
a substantial elevation in the level of trust between the two.

Asean' s wi deni ng enbrace had probably provoked Australia's attenpt to
gatecrash the summt. It was rightly rebuffed, since the grouping nust
focus on Asian integration. In the first place, Australia is not Asian,
especially when it acts as Anerica's regional deputy, although it has
tried to identify itself as such for reasons of expediency and
selfinterest. It may be inpolite to say this, but Australia is not in the
same | eague as Japan and Asean's other dial ogue partners of China, India
and Sout h Korea. The Asean conference al nost unani nously turned down the
Australian nove, with at |east two of the biggest nenbers enphatically
opposing it. Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad has said in
Phnom Penh that unlike the Asean countries, Australia has becone unsafe
for Muslins.
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