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By: Ahmad Fuad Yahaya

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 18 (Bernamm) -- The year has sprung a | ot of
surprises in national politics, bothin government as well as in political
parties, making it another unforgettabl e one for Ml aysi ans.

Fromthe i npendi ng changes i n governnent and party | eaderships, the
opposi tion included, the nost recent shocker was the deregi stration of a
41-year-old political party in Sarawak.

But the announcenent by Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad of his decision
toresign fromall party posts on June 22 and hi s subsequent decision to
resign as Malaysia's fourth Prine Mnister, is the nost surprising one.

Many peopl e, especially leaders within the ruling Barisan Nasional
circle, who were stunned by the news had appeal ed and persuaded Dr Mahat hir
to change his mind, but were finally forced to respect and accept his
W shes.

Wth Dr Mahathir's decisiontoretire after | eading Malaysia for 21
years, Malaysiais set to see yet anot her snooth and orderly transfer of
power after Cctober next year, schedul ed after the Organi sation of Islamc
Conference (O C) summit.

As pl anned, Mal aysia will see Deputy Prime Mnster Datuk Seri Abdul | ah
Ahnmad Badawi taking over the helmas the fifth Prine Mnister next year.

As a responsi bl e | eader who wanted to see political stability, Dr
Mahat hi r had naned Abdul | ah as hi s successor and had said that he saw Umo
vice president and Defence Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak as the nost
qgual i fied candi date to be appoi nted deputy prinme ninister.

BODY POLI TI CS

The year al so sawinteresting events unfolding in the oppositions,
particularly in Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS) under by Huguan Siou or the
par amount | eader of the Kadazandusun comunity, Datuk Joseph Pairin
Kiti ngan, while Pas al so had a | eadershi p change.

PBS, which commanded significant support fromanmong non-Mislim
Bumi puteras in Sabah, rejoined BN on Jan 23, after being in the opposition
for about 11 years.

Its re-adm ssion clearly showed BN s wi |l lingness to forgive and forget
a fornmer conponent menber, which had once stabbed it inits back. PBS had
I eft BN during the 1990 general el ection, joiningthe opposition pact but
the pact had failed to nake any inpact.

It was under this same BN spirit that Dr Mahat hir extended an open
invitationrecently to all opposition parties tojointhe national ruling
coalition and be an integral part of the BN concept of power-sharing.

H s sincere intention was however rejected by them

The re-entry of PBS into BN had nade the Gaya by-el ection in Sabah a
nmuch easier affair for BN, enabling it toretainthe Parlianentary seat
with alnpbst a three-fold increase in votes, conpared to the 1999 general
el ection.

In the Cct 12 el ection, BN candi date Li ew Teck Chan, 54, who is the
vi ce-presi dent of Sabah Progressive Party (SAPP) pol | ed 15, 639 votes
agai nst 3,716 by his closest rival, Hi ew King Cheu of DAP.

Anot her candi date, Christina Liew, 50, fromParti Keadil an Nasi onal
(Keadi |l an) coul d only manage 2, 613 votes and | ost her RWVb, 000 deposit.

The by-el ection was held followi ng the disqualification of former Sabah
Chief Mnister Datuk Yong Teck Lee as the MP for Gaya by the Election



Conmi ssi on on Sept 18.

The El ection Court had earlier declared null and void the el ection
results for the Likas state seat in the Sabah state election in March 1999
after finding Yong (who had won the seat) guilty of commtting corrupt
practice in the election

Yong is al so SAPP president.

PAS LOST VETERAN LEADER

Meanwhi | e Pas suffered a blowthis year when it |lost its Pendang
Parliamentary seat i n Kedah. Pas candi date Dr Mohaned Hayati O hman | ost to
BN s Dat uk O hman Abdul who secured a 283-vote majority in the July 18
el ection.

The seat was fornerly held by Pas president, Datuk Haji Fadzil Noor,
who passed away | ast June 23

But the BNfailed to recapture the Anak Bukit state seat, which was
held by the late Fadzil, from Pas in another by-election, which was held
si mul t eneousl y wi t h Pendang.

The def eat of BN s Datuk Zakaria Said to Pas's Ami ruddi n Hanzah who
garnered a 508-vote majority in Anak Bukit, was in fact also a blowto the
Kedah BN government as the seat was crucial to enable it toregainits
two-third majority inthe state | egi slative assenbly.

The Kedah governnent lost the two-third majority after it lost the
Lunas state seat to Keadilan in a by-election on Nov 29, 2000.

Pas saw a change in its | eadership follow ng the deni se of Fadzil, with
t he appoi nt nent of deputy president and Terengganu Menteri Besar, Datuk
Seri Abdul Hadi Awang, as acting president.

Abdul Hadi, who is also MP for Marang, was al so appoi nted opposition
| eader in Parliament.

In a spontaneous reaction to Abdul Hadi's appoi ntnent, many peopl e were
skepti cal of his | eadership, particularly after the Terengganu gover nnent
passed the Syariah Crimnal Ofences Enact nent (Hudud and Q sas) bill
whi ch received a | ot of oppositions.

Anong ot hers, non-governnental organi sati ons (NGOs) and wonen
organi sati ons objected strongly to the Terengganu hudud whi ch t hey
consi dered as grossly unfair to womnen.

Despite the sea of differences between Umo and Pas, the nation saw on
May 8 Dr Mahat hir and Fadzil signing a historic joint declaration
reaf firm ng Mal aysi a's support for the Pal estinian struggle.

Many peopl e hail ed the nove taken by the two Mal ay | eaders who al so
shared the same stage to speak out against Israeli atrocities in Palestine.

To sonme, the event coul d rekindl e hope for the realisation of the
proposed Malay unity talk between the two Ml ay- based parti es.

Di scussi ons between officials of Umo and Pas to prepare for the tal ks
however broke down after Pas insisted that Umo fulfill certain conditions
which, it said, would create a nore conduci ve environnent for the talks.

Wth Fadzil's death, it would be nore difficult to predict what wll
happen next.

TEAM A AND B I N MCA

Back in the BN, the MCA crisis between team"A" led by its president
Dat uk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik and team"B" | ed by deputy presi dent Datuk
Seri Li mAh Lek, had reached a stage whi ch demanded i nterventi on by the
Prime M nister

As BN chairman, Dr Mahathir felt obligated to find a solution to end
the rift between the two factions, |eading to a peace plan to be drawn up
to strengthen party unity.

The peace plan seeks to naintain the status quo of all MCA i ncunbents



fromdivisional |evel upwards till 2005, which nmeans that there will be no
contest in MCA for any post until 2005.

The pl an was accepted by both facti ons but the peace proved fragile as
Li m Ah Lek had announced his intention to return to active politics, while
ot her | eaders continued to speak out agai nst each ot her.

Anot her shocki ng event was t he deregi stration of the Sarawak Nati onal
Party (SNAP) by the Regi strar of Societies on Nov 5, for failing to resol ve
its |leadership crisis which had dragged on since April.

SNAP, set up in 1961, is one of the four BN conmponents in Sarawak
besi des Parti Pesaka Bumi putera Bersatu (PBB), Sarawak United People's
Party (SUPP) and Parti Bansa Dayak Sarawak (PBDS).

The deregi stration foll owed the feud between two factions in the party
| ed by veteran | eader Dat uk Amar James Wong and Dat uk W I liam Mawan | kom

The rift Ied to SNAP having two sets of office-bearers follow ng an
extraordi nary general neeting (EGVW in August which el ected Mawan as
presi dent.

Wong, who has led the party for 21 years, clained that he was still the
de facto president and that the EGMwas a "coup d' etat" by a group of
rebel s.

PBRS, BY- ELECTI ON CHEERS

A sinmlar |eadership crisis had al so occurred in the Parti Bersatu
Rakyat Sabah (PBRS) but with a different ending in that the status of the
party renmai ned the same.

The i ssue of PBRS's two presidents, nanely Tan Sri Joseph Kurup and
Dat uk Dr Jeffrey Kitingan, was resol ved after the Registrar of Societies
declared the forner as the rightful president of the party.

Fol | owi ng that Dr Jeffrey was expelled from PBRS.

BN had al so managed to retain the Ketari state seat in a by-election on
March 31 with a thunping majority of 2,204 votes in a straight fight with
DAP.

BN candi date Yum Ah Ha, 51, a | awer and Ketari Gerakan Branch
Chai rman, polled 7,153 votes whil e DAP' s Choog Si ew Onn, 34, obtained 4, 949
vot es.

The by-el ection was held following the death of its state assenbl ynan
Dat uk Loke Koon Kam of cancer on March 3.

M NOR CABI NET RESHUFFLE

Dr Mahathir finally ended specul ati ons on the appoi ntnent of a new
Fi nance M ni ster by nami ng Tenaga Nasi onal Berhad (TNB) Chai rman and MP for
Rompi n, Datuk Dr Jamal uddin Jarjis, as the Second Finance M nister, on Nov
19.

He had al so appoi nted Umo executive secretary and Deputy M nister in
the Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk Tengku Adnan Tengku Mansor as
Mnister inthe Prinme Mnister's Departnent.

Informati on M nistry Parlianmentary Secretary Datuk Zai nuddi n Mai di n was
pronot ed as Deputy M nister inthe same ninistry, while the i ncunbent,

Dat uk Khal i d Yunos, was transferred to the Entrepreneur Devel oprment
Mnistry as its deputy mnister.
The two new Cabi net nenbers were sworn-in on Nov 21. -- BERNAMA
AFY KGO
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