17 DEC 2002
Musa- School s
SAR W LL BE ABSORBED TO STRENGTHEN NATI ONAL SCHOCLS

KUALA LUWMPUR, Dec 17 (Bernama) -- Education Mnister Tan Sri Misa
Mohaned sai d the proposal to absorb Sekol ah Agana Rakyat (SAR) into
national schools is to strengthen the | ater and prepare students for future
chal | enges.

Every party shoul d view t he nove positively and not politicisedit.

"There is nothing to worry about because we want to strengthen our
children in facing challenging tines. This should not be politicised
because we practi ce denocracy.

"W need to explainto the public our intentions, the governnent's
obj ective and where we want to take the children, | ooking at the current
situation," he told reporters at the Hari Raya Aidilfitri open house
cel ebration held at his resi dence at Jal an Eaton, here today.

Musa was commenting on the ministry's preparation to face the 2003
school session, including SARs operated by state governments.

Misa said a special conmittee, chaired by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad, was formed to study the exi sting educati on systemin the
country, including SARs.

The committee held its first nmeeting on Dec 12 and yet to nake any
deci si on.

"We are still discussing and | feel we need to go deep into all aspects
regarding SARs. It need to be discussed at all levels, including the
mnistry, statereligious affairs departnment, Mal aysia's Islamc
Devel opnent Departnent, state governments and the public," he added.

He said the SARissue is focused at secondary | evel because religious
studi es at these schools are not inline with the national school
curriculum

Sone 300, 000 students, including those fromnational schools attend
SARs at the prinary |evel.

However the governnent woul d not nake any hasty deci sion, he added.

The 88th Menteri Besar and Chief Mnisters Meeting on Dec 3 decided to
absorb about 126, 000 SAR students i nto nati onal school s soon, because
existing SARs | ack proper facilities and qualified teachers.

When asked whet her the nove woul d el i mi nate SARs conpl etely, Misa said
he cannot comment on their future.

"I can't say what will happen to SARs, but can say what our intentions
are and what we wi sh to achieve. Howit will be inplenented will be
di scussed |l ater."

Regardi ng the critical allowances given to Science, Maths and English
teachers, Miusa said this was done to attract qualified teachers to teach
the subjects at all |evels.

On the preparations for the new school session, he said teaching
materi al s, text books, training for teachers, infrastructure including for
the teachi ng of Science, Maths and English are ready.
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