12 JUL 2002
Raf i dah- PAS
RAFI DAH HI TS QUT AT PAS LEADERS FOR CONDONI NG VERBAL ABUSES

KUALA LUMPUR, July 12 (Bernama) -- International Trade and | ndustry
M ni ster Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz today expressed regret at Kelantan Menteri
Besar Datuk N k Abdul Aziz N k Mat for condoni ng abusi ve | anguage used by
PAS | eaders agai nst their Umo counterparts.

Rafi dah said Nik Aziz as the PAS spiritual advisor should advise the
party nmembers agai nst throw ng abuses at others as this was forbidden by
religion.

She described the actions of PAS | eaders playing rough politics by
maki ng wi | d accusati ons and usi ng abusi ve | anguage agai nst Umo | eaders as
insulting the intelligence of voters in Pendang and Anak Bukit.

"PAS has deviated (fromits struggles) if they want to survive on
support from maki ng verbal abuses, and their antics are bei ng wat ched by
the young generation," she told reporters when asked to conment on the
statement by NNk Aziz in the |local press today defendi ng PAS | eader Mhanmad
Sabu who had used abusive | anguage agai nst Umo nenbers.

Raf i dah, who is al so Wanita Umo head, said such abusive | anguage was
not only unethical, it was also wong fromthe religious point of view and
gave a poor inage of the Ml ays.

"Mohamad Sabu will continue to use abusive | anguage at Umo nmenbers and
| eaders as long as they don't adnit to the m stakes they have done to PAS, "
said NNk Aziz in a Mal ay newspaper report.

Mohamad Sabu, in an el ection canpaign in Pendang | ast night, said he
woul d continue to nmake personal attacks on prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad and ot her Umo | eaders in his political ceramah.

In PENDANG, Umo vice-president Tan Sri Mihyi ddin Yassin said the PAS
struggl e was headi ng towards chauvi ni smor "assobiyah" as they were now
chanpi oni ng the Mal ay rights whereas they had been chanpi oni ng | sl am
previously.

He sai d PAS had accused UWVNO of being a chauvinistic party in the past
when it was chanpioning the special privileges of the Ml ays.

"Previously they said Umo was chauvinistic and they were chanpioning a
wi der concept, that is Islam | ampuzzled because this is the first tine
PAS i s heading towards chauvinism" he told a nedia conference after
openi ng a consuneri smseni nar here.

Muhyi ddi n, who is al so Donestic Trade and Consuner Affairs Mnister,
said this when comenting on the issue raised by PAS in their canpai gn by
accusing Umo of forfeiting the Malay supremacy by allocating a 10-per cent
guota to non-Buniputeras to study at Mara Juni or Science Col | eges ( MRSMs).

"Si nce when has PAS chanpi oned the quota for Ml ays. This shows that
their struggles are getting narrower and are expl oiting whatever
devel opnent that is taking place in the country, including playing up on
raci al issues and hiding behind their own weaknesses," he said.

He said the government was not sacrificing the rights of Bumi puteras
al though it was allocating a quota for non-Bumi puteras to enter the MRSMs.

Muhyi ddi n said the Mal ays woul d not | ose because the nunber of places
in MRSMs woul d be i ncreased which would eventual |y rai se the nunber of
Mal ay students agai nst the non- Mal ays.
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