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Syed Hani d- Si ngapor e
SYED HAM D: M SI A READY TO DI SCUSS ON STAND- ALONE BASI S

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 16 (Bernama) -- Malaysia is prepared to discuss water
and ot her issues in the package of bilateral issues with Singapore
separately as insisted by the island republic, Foreign M nister Datuk Seri
Syed Hami d Al bar said today.

"W have no problem Now they have agreed to di scuss on a stand-al one
basis. We will discuss it separately. It's okay," he told reporters when
net at Royal Mal aysian Air Force (RVAF) base in Subang here before
departing for India.

He is part of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad' s ent our age
visiting India, Pakistan and Saudi Arabia fromtoday until Cct 20.

Syed Hami d was conmenting on news reports yesterday that Singapore had
agreed to discuss the water and ot her issues in the package of bil ateral
i ssues with Mal aysi a separatel y.

He said the nove by Singapore to initiate a proposal to discuss the
bilateral issues separately was not a suprise as a package approach was
probl emati c.

Syed Hami d said Mal aysi a was receptive to the proposal because its
ultimate ai mwas to resol ve the outstanding bilateral issues.

To Mal aysia, the nost inportant issue was water which was al ready due,
he said.

Mal aysi a and Si ngapore are now negoti ati ng the new water price but
Si ngapore i s disputing Mal aysia's nove to revise the water pricing as
Mal aysi a had not done so when t he revision was due sone tinme back.

Senior officials fromthe two countries are nmeeting in Johor Baharu for
two days starting today to resolve the water issue.

Mal aysi a and Si ngapore signed two water agreenents in 1961 and 1962.
Under the 1961 agreenent, Singapore can draw 88 nmillion gallons daily (M3D)
fromthe Pul ai catchnment area and Tebrau and Skudai rivers in Johor upto
Aug 31, 2011.

The 1962 agreenent all ows Singapore to draw anot her 50 MED from Sungai
Johor until Sept 28, 2061. The two agreenents provide for a revision of the
water pricing after 25 years, which was due in 1986 and 1987 respectively.

Mal aysi a now sells Singapore its rawwater at three sen per 1,000
gal | ons and buys back treated water fromthe republic at 50 sen per 1, 000
gal | ons.
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