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ONE VI LLAGE ONE | NDUSTRY PRQJECT BEG NS | N KEDAH BY YEAR END

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 1 (Bernamm) -- The "one vill age one industry" project
will be launched in Kedah at the end of the year on a joint-venture basis
between the Agriculture Mnistry and Rural Devel opnent Mnistry, said
Agriculture Mnister Datuk Mohd Effendi Norwaw today.

He said the project was in the final stage of study to determ ne the
project and vill age invol ved, and the Kedah project woul d beconme a node
for other states.

Mohd Ef fendi disclosed this after the sinultaneous opening of the MAHA
2002 (Mal aysian Agriculture, Horticulture and Agro-tourism Show), the
Nati onal Farners, Breeders and Fishernen Day and Agritech Ml aysia 2002, by
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mbhanad at the M nes Exhibition and
Conference Centre, near here today. The six-day exhibition ends on Sunday.

The ministry had identified 10 types of viable food industry projects
whi ch coul d be developed in villages in the state as downstream projects
using agricultural products in the areas concerned.

This way, the activities of farmers, breeders and fishernen could not
only be diversified but their spare tinme could also be filled with
activities that could increase their income and create job opportunities
for their children, he said.

The industrial project would be devel oped on a cooperative basis
i nvol ving local farmers associations while the government would assist in
funding it, he said.

He said the project woul d enphasi se on quality production and suitable
brand name to penetrate not only the I ocal market but also internationa
mar kets nore effectively.

It was hoped that the project could encourage farmers, breeders and
fi shermen to al ways endeavour to add value to their agricultural products
by i nmproving their comercial value, Mhd Effendi said.

He al so said that governnent efforts to encourage farners, breeders and
fishermen to use technology in their agricultural activities were producing
results with the nunber of people involved reachi ng t housands.

In fact, applications for governnment |oans under the private conpany
i ncentive schene from2001 until June this year had exceeded RVb billion
wi th the biggest application for fishery projects followed by ani nal
husbandry and agricul ture, he said.

He said the new challenge for the Agriculture Mnistry now was to
ensure that the devel opnent of the agricultural sector did not bring
adverse effects to the environnent.
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