21/ 09/ 2002

One Village, One Industry concept for rural conmunities

DEVELOPI NG rural land in the manner of the Felda schene is no | onger
possible with the urgent need to increase the inconme of farners and
fishernen, so the Governnent will introduce the "One Village One | ndustry”
concept which involves the devel opnment of small industries requiring

bet ween 10 and 100 wor kers.

Dr Mahathir said farners and fishernen can earn salaries as well as
i nvest in and own these industries which will be professionally nmanaged.
The rural community, he said, was capable of earning no | ess than the
urban conmunity.

A new initiative, he added, was being undertaken in Kedah to establish
wel | - pl anned villages with a conducive environment. Houses will be sold at
reasonabl e prices to | ocals.

The budget allocation for rural devel opment next year has been increased
by 36 per cent to RM.56 billion, with RM70 mllion of this allocated for
rural roads to conplete 111 projects being continued and to inplenent 289
new proj ects covering about 673km

On vill age roads, RMBOO million has been allocated for some 6,000
projects covering 6,000kmwhile RMBO million is for repairing nearly
1, 400km of vill age roads.

On electricity supply, RVMBOO mllion is being allocated to inplenent 730
projects nationwi de to benefit 103,000 househol ds while RVR50 million is
being allocated to i nplement 700 water projects to benefit about 84,000
househol ds.

RMLO.3 million is being provided under the Bakas programre to inprove
wat er supply. Thus 90 per cent of rural areas can enjoy electricity and 80
per cent water.
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