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Par | i anment - Foot bal |
ONG UNVEI LS FI VE CAUSES FOR SLIDE IN M SI AN FOOTBALL TEAM S QUALI TY

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 1 (Bernamm) -- The Youth and Sports Mnistry today
unveil ed five main causes for the disnmal performance of Mal aysia' s nationa
football team especially when neeting foreign teans at internationa
t our nanent s.

The ban on nmore than 100 players fromplaying for their state teans
after they were suspected to be involved in match-fixing in the Prem er
League in 1994 and in 1995 was the cause for the decline, said its Deputy
M ni ster Datuuk Ong Tee Keat.

"Since the ban, there has been quite a big vacuumand it takes tine to
fill the gap and groomcalibre players," he told Datuk Shazi man Abu Mansor
(BN-Tanpi n) during question tine at the Dewan Rakyat today.

Ong al so said | ack of exposure and participation at international |evel
al so contributed to the dw ndling standard of the sports which was nost
popul ar anong the peopl e.

"It's because Malaysia's teamis not strong, not nany credi ble teans
invited the national squad to play matches with them" he said.

Ong al so said the wani ng support fromlocal spectators for the
Mal aysi an League had | ed the state teans to face financial problens and
this had taken a toll on efforts to inprove training and preparation of
pl ayers.

The real approach as professional footballers could not be observed by
the players besides the absence of inport players had made them | ess
nmotivated to inprove their skills, he said.

The Football|l Association of Malaysia (FAM had, however, allowed the
hiring of inport players since this season.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad had touched on the slide
in quality of the country's national teamwhen tabling the 2003 Budget in
Parliament on Sept 20.

He had said Mal aysia was at one tine on par with South Korea and Japan
but now it had | agged behi nd.

Tha national teamtaking part in the ongoi ng Busan Asian Ganes in South
Korea lost 0-1 to Oman on Friday before beating Mal dives 3-1 yesterday.

Mal aysia will neet hosts South Korea tonorrow.

Ong said the ministry was aware of the reality that the country's
football standard was not up to the mark and hoped FAM sponsors and | oca
fans would give their full conmtment to change the scenario.

Apart fromallow ng foreign signing, FAMwas offering lucrative rewards
to teans qualifying to the finals as an incentive to players to play a
quality gane, he said

He said FAM woul d cooperate with the Ml aysi an Schools Sports Counci
(MBSM and National Sports Council (NSC) to set up 111 centres of
excel l ence nationwi de to unravel young talents in football

Efforts to place young players at the Sports School in Bukit Jalil had
shown results when the Ml aysian teamwon the Lion City Cup in Singapore
| ast year and encouragi ng perfornmance at the Al -Wahda I nvitationa
Chanpi onship in the United Arab Enirates early this year.

Ong said FAM al so sought assistance frominternational football experts
t hrough the International Football Federation (FIFA) and I nternationa
A ynpic Council to help inprove quality of |ocal coaches.

Replying to a suppl ementary question from Abdul Fatah Harun ( PAS-Rant au
Panj ang) on foreign players joining state teans, he said the performance of



the teams did not 100 per cent depended on the talents of foreign signings.
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