19 APR 2002
Li ng- MCA
ONLY CENTRAL COMM TTEE CAN DECI DE ON PARTY ELECTI ONS, SAYS LI NG

By: Alan Ting

KUALA LUWPUR, April 19 (Bernama) -- MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling
Liong Sik today said only the party's Central Conmittee can nmade deci si ons
concerning party el ecti ons.

He said individual party |l eaders did not have the authority to decide
to call off or postpone the party elections that started on March 30 at the
branch | evel.

"No one man can overturn the decision. Only the CC (Central Conmittee)
can deci de," he sai d when cont act ed.

MCA's "TeamB", alligned to party deputy president Datuk Li mAh Lek,
announced earlier today that the extraordi nary general neeting (EGV
schedul ed for this Sunday had been cancel | ed.

At a press conference attended by all TeamB | eaders, Limsaid
foll owi ng the deci sion, the party's general assenbly in June coul d proceed
but el ections at the divisional and state | evels as well as for the party's
top posts had been "called of f".

MCA secretary-general Datuk Dr Ting Chew Peh, in an i medi ate reaction,
said party elections at all |evels woul d go on accordi ng to schedul e.

"I amquite surprised with the announcenent that the el ections had been
cancel l ed. This would only confuse the grassroots and is not good for the
party," he told reporters.

Dr Ling, when asked on the Central Committee nmeeting schedul ed to be
hel d on April 23 to discuss matters related to the party el ections. said:
"It is aroutine CC nmeeting which will be held after the nom nations for
the division elections.”

Nomi nations for the divisional el ections are schedul ed for April 22
with elections fixed for April 27 and 28.

Lim at the TeamB press conference, said that by calling off Sunday's
EGM his side had shown its commitnment to peace and unity in the party.

He said this following the round table talk nmedi ated by Tan Sri Li m Kok
Wn for both sides to find a am cable solution for the party probl ens.

Before | eaving for Morocco on Monday, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad met with the two factions within MCAto work a "peace and
stability agenda".

According to sources, Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad
Badawi chaired the round table tal k on Thursday that extended into the wee
hours of today.

Asked on the matter, Dr Ling said, "Nothing. As far as | amconcer ned,
t hi ngs have not progressed.”

He added that they were still in the cooling off period.
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