20 OCT 2002
Abdul | ah- Engl i sh
ONLY CABI NET W LL DECI DE ON ENGLI SH FOR SCI ENCE, MATHS, SAYS ABDULLAH

KUANTAN, Cct 20 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad Badawi said
today only the Cabinet will decide on the governnment's proposal to teach
Sci ence and Mathematics in English in primary school s next year.

The Deputy Prime Mnister said discussions on the i ssue have not
concl uded and the Cabi net had not nade a final decision.

"I think, whatever differences in opinion, can be resol ved when we
di scuss the issue at the supreme council (BN) neeting and in the Cabinet.

"Eventual |y, the Cabinet will nake a decision," he told reporters after
openi ng the Pahang Bari san Nasi onal (BN) Convention here.

Abdul | ah said this when asked to conment on newspaper reports today
that the MCA Central Committee (CC), the party's highest deci sion-naking
body, had unani nously deci ded to oppose the governnent's nove to inpl enent
the proposal in Chinese prinary school s.

MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik was reported to have told
the two-hour CC neeting on Friday that he was in favour of pronoting
English proficiency anong students but it should start only in Chinese
secondary school s.

"W have not nmmde a decision but they (MCA) have voiced their stand.
hope their stand will not be a very firmone to the extent that they wll
not take into account alternative views that will be proposed |later," he
sai d.

He sai d any decision involving governnment policies nust go through the
Cabi net .

He said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad had al ways
consulted inmportant issues with the party.

"Dr Mahathir has said he needs to think carefully. This is one natter
Dr Mahat hir has been considering for a long tine, has held extensive
consultations with various interest groups whether they are involved in
educati on, non-governnental organisations, political parties and
intellectuals.

"Dr Mahathir has said, as the head of governnent, he doesn't want the
country to |l ose out when a decision is nmade later,” he said.

"W have not made a decision but they (MCA) have voiced their stand.
hope their stand will not be a very firmone to the extent that they wll
not take into account alternative views that will be proposed |ater,"” he
sai d.

He sai d any decision involving government policies nmust go through the
Cabi net .

He said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad had al ways
consulted inportant issues with the party.

"Dr Mahathir has said he needs to think carefully. This is one natter
Dr Mahat hir has been considering for a long tine, has held extensive
consultations with various interest groups whether they are involved in
educati on, non-governnental organisations, political parties and
intellectuals.

"Dr Mahathir has said, as the head of governnent, he doesn't want the
country to |l ose out when a decision is nmade later," he said.

He said Dr Mahathir had often stressed that the decision to be made
| ater need to take into account the students' future.

"As far as | can renenber, Dr Mahathir has never held such extensive
consultations on a matter to be inplenented except during the tinme when the



country was facing the econom ¢ downturn,” he said.

Abdul | ah sai d he believed the issue on using English to teach Science
and Mat hematics would be similar to the approach taken to tackle the
econom ¢ downturn which initially created doubts and drew criticismfrom
the international community but eventually proved to be effective

"What ever deci sion nade after consultations and brainstormng wth
various groups nmust be accepted as it is a consensus decision," he said.

In LANGKAW , Deputy Education M nister Datuk Abdul Aziz Shamsuddi n said
t he governnent had not reached the stage of di sappoi ntment over MCA's
deci sion on the issue

"The governnment has not come to that stage yet because we think there
is still roomfor consultations,” he said.

He said the ministry was not against MCA's views on the matter as
Mal aysi a was a denobcratic country.

"I amsticking to the call by Dr Mahathir for the future of our
children," he told reporters when asked to conment on the matter after
closing a sem nar on cooperatives' managenent co-organi sed by Gabungan
Koperasi QGuru Nasi onal and Koperasi Usaha Bersana.

He said the governnent would not interfere in the adm nistration of
certain school boards but if everyone heed Dr Mahathir's advice for the
future of the younger generation, Science and Mat hematics woul d be taught
in Standard One, Form One and Lower SiX.

Asked whether the mnistry would neet MCA over the issue, he said, it
was up to the mnister to decide but did not rule out the possibility of a
meeting with the party.

"The matter will be brought to the Cabinet. If the boards of certain
school s are agai nst the proposal as stated by Dr Ling, then, we will
go- ahead with the proposal in national schools," he added.
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