05 COCT 2002
Mahat hir -1 nsul t
ONLY THE | GNORANT CALL THE PROPHET A TERRORI ST, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 5 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d today that those who call Prophet Muhanmad a terrorist do not
under stand | sl am

"They don't understand anything, they don't understand Islam™ he told
reporters after opening the Gerakan general assenbly at its headquarters,
here.

He was asked to comment on reports that a renowned priest in the United

States, Jerry Falwell, in an interviewin CBS "60 M nutes" programe had
cal |l ed Prophet Muhammad a terrorist. The progranme is schedul ed to be aired
on Sunday.

Dr Mahathir said the priest had no right to make such a statenent.

Asked whet her such a statenment froma reverend is an indication that
the Christian community is ignorant of Islam Dr Mahathir said the only
i gnorant person was the one who nade statenent.

"I"mnot going to accuse all Christians, only one person made such
statenent," he said.

He said Muslins should not take the matter too seriously.

In MELAKA, Umo vice-president Datuk Seri Najib Tun Abdul Razak
strongly protested the nove by CBS to allow a statenment which insulted
Pr ophet Muhammad.

"We strongly protest and deeply regret the attenpt to insult Prophet
Muhamrad and | sl amthrough such acts,” he told reporters after the Briefing
on Mel aka Voter Registration, here today.

Najib, who is also Defence Mnister, said any acts after the Sept 11
i ncident should not lead to conflicts between the Muslins and foll owers of
ot her religions.

He said the reaction of some groups in the Wst towards |Islamwas not
rational as they considered the religion as an eneny of those who were
non- Musl i ns.

"Thus, we hope incidents such as this would not be prol onged by the
parties concerned. W should protest strongly any act that insulted or
ridiculed Islam

"We should differentiate the majority of Islamwho generally |ove
peace. They don't |ike violence, on the contrary, only a mnority (resort
to violence)," he said.

Meanwhi | e, the Convention on the Malay Wrld and Islanic Wrld (DVDI)
whi ch concl uded here, today passed a special resol ution condeming the CBS
TV station and Fal wel | .

The special resolution, which was tabled at the end of the convention,
was accepted uni nanously by the approxi mately 300 participants representing
various countries such as South Africa, |Indonesia, China, Korea, Singapore,
Sri Lanka and Madagascar.
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