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Pol i cy changes, reactions abound

Chok Suat Ling
EDUCATI ON has to evolve to keep up with the times, but what has happened
in the |ast year can only be described as a revol ution

The new policies introduced will change the face of education as
generations past have known it.

This is good, for this change is the only way the country can hope to
moul d a new techno-savvy generation able to conpete in the gl obal arena
and carry a conversation confidently in English.

The npst recent policy change is the teaching of Science and Mat hemati cs
in English at all schools.

Since the bul k of reference materials for the two subjects are in
English, the Governnment contends that the nove is necessary to enable
students to have a grasp of science and technol ogy.

To start from Standard One, Form One and Lower Six next year, and
subsequently at other levels, the announcenent was nmet with relief by
parents, students and teachers who had previously been inundated wth
conflicting reports on the issue.

VWile there were the inevitable grouses - especially from parents whose
children are in Standard Six and Form Five this year, as their children
have to suddenly learn the two subjects in English next year - public
reacti on has been positive follow ng the announcenent.

The Education Mnistry is scranbling to get everything ready for
i npl enent ati on next year. There are textbooks to prepare, teachers to
train, and infrastructure to build and provide for schools.

Anot her significant policy change is the introduction of a nmerit system
for intake into public universities this year

Unl i ke the teaching of Science and Mathematics, this nove provoked a
controversy which culmnated in the passing of a vote of no confidence
agai nst Education Mnister Tan Sri Misa Mhamad.

Al t hough many parties had initially supported the practice of
meritocracy over a race-based quota system what followed a Press
conference on the intake exercise this year can only be described as a
circus.

Al nmost everything about the in-take exercise was questioned, from
whether it is fair to put matriculation and STPM hol ders in one list for
conparison, to the inability of diploma holders to secure pl aces.

Musa managed to quell the brouhaha somewhat when he said the ministry
woul d study the feasibility of inplenenting a conbined quota and nerit
system next year.

The i ssue was, unfortunately, reignited followi ng a statement by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad that a 10 per cent quota woul d be
all ocated to non-Bum putras for matricul ati on courses in public
universities. The sane will apply for Mara Juni or Science Coll eges.

Dr Mahathir said the nove was ainmed at fostering racial integration, and
with it national unity.

The new ruling was neant to help iron out creases in the inplenmentation
of meritocracy, but as in any new, bold nove in whatever direction, there
were those who felt threatened.

Umo Yout h chief Datuk H shammuddi n Hussei n asked private higher
education institutions to allocate a 10 per cent quota for Bum putra
students. This, he said, was necessary to balance the 10 per cent
al l ocated to non-Bum putra students at MRSM and matri cul ati on progranmres.



This burning issue faded into oblivion after it, rightly, drew strong
criticismfromquarters within Umo.

Anot her controversy the mnistry was unwittingly drawn into al so
i nvol ved racial sensitivities.

Clains of racial segregation in schools surfaced after parents of
students in a Klang school conplained. The National Union of Teaching
Prof ession took up the cause and the issue was blown up to the extent that
it necessitated the establishment of an i ndependent conmittee to
i nvestigate the veracity of the claim

After several nonths, the Independent Committee on Segregation in
School s concl uded that there was no deliberate attenpt or hidden agenda to
stream pupil s according to race in national schools.

The conmittee, however, recommended that racial integration be nade the
cornerstone of the country's education policies.

Two pilot Vision School projects, where students in national and
nati onal -type schools get to share common facilities, opened in Subang
Jaya and Pundut, Perak in June.

Besi des forging a closer relationship between the races, the mnistry is
al so maki ng concerted efforts to ensure students mastered information and
conmuni cati on technol ogy.

Teachi ng Sci ence and Mathematics in English is only one of the ways to
achieve this. Qhers include equipping all schools in the country with
conputer |aboratories in a year's tinme, as mnistry secretary-genera
Dat uk Anbrin Buang prom sed recently.

Information technol ogy may al so be taught as a core subject in schools.
Interesting devel opments are al so taking place on the private education
front. A major blitz was | aunched agai nst private educational institutions

by the mnistry's private educati on departnment recently.

Fed up with being taken for granted by private coll eges and schools, the
mnistry, under this nmethod, will raid errant educational institutions and
then, reveal their nanes to the Press.

Naturally, the strategy - especially the second prong - has proven to be
a huge success. The first few coll eges and school s named saw t he rest
scurrying to the mnistry to apply for course approvals.

O her significant changes which provoked a range of reactions include
the inplenentati on of conpul sory primary education, and the introduction
of a new, standardi sed pre-school curriculum Both will take effect next
year.

A procedure called the Safe School Concept was al so | aunched in April to
enabl e students to take charge of their own safety. The procedure tells
students how to act when confronted by school thugs or when havi ng ot her
problens relating to their safety.

For many, the changes may be bew | deri ng and whi zzing by at a speed too
fast for confort. The onus is now on the mnistry to prove that all the
changes instituted will only be for the better
* The witer can be contacted at sling@stp.com ny



	Policy changes, reactions abound (NST 31/08/2002)

