31/ 03/ 2002

PMs call to end school segregation controversy |auded

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - There was all round support for Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad' s call yesterday to put the school racial
segregati on controversy to a cl ose.

Fol I owi ng the advice, the National Union of the Teachi ng Profession al so
apol ogi sed after a neeting |ast night.

Nat i onal Conference of Secondary School Principals of Ml aysia president
Al i ruddi n Mbhd Dom said his organi sati on wel comed Dr Mahathir's advice.

"But the next course of action by (NUTP secretary-general) Datuk N. Siva
Subramani am shoul d be to neet Education Mnistry officials to sort out the
matter am cably through di scussions.

"In fact, if he had done this in the first place, all this controversy
woul d not have erupted.”

The Mal aysi an Yout h Council congratul ated NUTP for apol ogi sing for the
di stress caused by its allegations, adding that it showed the maturity and
wi sdom of its | eadership.

Vi ce-president Norizan Sharif said in a statenent that MYC hoped al
concerned parties could sit together and di scuss the report of the
I ndependent Committee on Racial Segregation in School s.

Federati on of Ml aysi an Consuners Associ ati ons presi dent Datuk Handan
Adnan said all parties should come to ternms with prudence, rationality,
maturity and reality in heeding the Prime Mnister's call

He said this was a serious enough issue that should be resolved in the
true Mal aysian spirit through consultations.

He said that Siva Subranmani amwas only the nout hpi ece for a marginalised
group or groups of people.

Cuepacs, in a statenment, said it had decided to hand over the raci al
segregation issue, in which it had acted as an internediary, to be sol ved
bet ween NUTP and the Education Mnistry.

Secretary-general Abdul Rahman Manan sai d Cuepacs was told that NUTP
woul d be nmeeting with the Education Mnistry on April 1 over the issue,
and hoped an ami cabl e solution would be found.
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