21/ 09/ 2002
PM St op squabbl i ng!

Vi jesh Rai

PRIME M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, while assuring that the
Government will continue to expand and encourage sports, wants
associations to put an end to internal bickering and focus on inproving
st andar ds.

Dr Mahathir said the enphasis of associations, if regaining lost glory
was the aim should be to overcone weaknesses rather than indulge in
i nternal squabbl es.

The Prime Mnister, citing soccer as an exanple, said while Ml aysia was
still able to performwell in sone sports, it |agged behind in others.

"The nation had at one tine attained glory in football and was well -
known in the Asian region, even defeating the Japanese and South Korean
teans who have now enmerged as worl d class football giants.

"What happened to our players?" asked Dr Mahathir when presenting the
2003 budget in Parlianment yesterday.

Dr Mahathir said while the Governnent was proud of the success achi eved
in the Manchester Commonweal th Ganes, where Mal aysi a won seven gold
nedal s, nore had to be done.

"The Government urges all parties, especially the sports associations,
to make a di agnosi s and undertake urgent nmeasures to overcome existing
weaknesses rather than indulge in internal squabbles.™

A classic exanple of an association that allowed internal squabbling to
derail devel opnent was the Ml ay-sian AAU.

This led to the Sports Comm ssioner suspendi ng MAAU under the Sports
Devel opnent Act. However, the athletics body, with a new set of office
bearers, is back on track

The Prime Mnister said all the con-cerned parties had to be nore
confident to regain the glory of national sports.

"Treat the forthcom ng 14th Asian Ganes in Busan as a challenge to prove
that we have the capability to attain greater success. As for the nationa
contingent, prove that "Ml aysia Bol eh.™

Dr Mahathir said the Governnment was comritted to devel opi ng sports.

"The CGovernment will continue to expand and encourage sports progranmes
and activities not just as an effort to cultivate a healthy lifestyle but
also to attract nore international sports enthusiasts to participate in
the nation's sports activities.

"Among the new activities being pronoted are extrenme and notor sports,
speed boat race and yachting."

To ensure the success of these progranmes, Dr Mahathir said a sum of
Rv27.5 mllion will be allocated to the Sports Mnistry.

Furthernore, the "~Rakan Muda' programme will be enhanced with a new
approach to increase its effectiveness and participati on of youths.

A sumof RML2.3 nmillion has been allocated for the progranme next year,
said the Prime M nister

But the message from Dr Mahathir was very clear.

The national vision is attaining excellence at the Asian and world
stages and there is no roomfor squabbling and jostling for power.
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