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Tighter security in US should not stop traders

Azura Abas

MALAYSI AN busi nesses planning to venture into the US market should not be
deterred by tighter security nmeasures followi ng terrorist attacks there

| ast Sept enber.

Mal aysi a Trade Comni ssioner to New York Jamal udin Hussain said while it
is more difficult to secure a visa to enter the US now after the Septenber
11 attack, businesses should not use this as an excuse.

He said this problem has been cited by Ml aysi an busi nessnen pl anning to
participate in trade fairs and mssions in the US organised by the
Mal aysi a External Trade Devel opnent Corp (Matrade).

Speaking to reporters after presenting a paper on "Market Scenario in
the US' in Shah Al am yesterday, Jamaludin said even Anerican busi nessnen
were conplaining that the tighter security di scouraged those who wanted to
cone to the US for business or as tourists.

"They are now voicing their concern via their representatives, saying
that the US should be nore flexible," he added.

Al so present were State Entrepreneur, Youth and Small and Medi um
I ndustry Conmittee chairman Datuk Abdul Fatah |skandar and SSI C Bhd
(Sel angor State Investnent Centre) general manager Jabar Kenbali.

Jamal udin said Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s recent
meeting with US President George Bush hel ped boost the confidence of many
in both countries.

Earlier, Jamaludin al so advi sed Mal aysi an busi nessnmen to open sone form
of business operations in the US

"This is because the buyers over there will know that you are serious in
doi ng business in their country as you have made your presence felt to
t hem

"Furthernore, Anmerican inporters are interested in |long-termtrade
rel ati onshi ps,"” he said.

On the target market in the US, he said, nmany Ml aysi an conpani es now
viewed Mam as a nmarketing hub to other business opportunities including
to Central America, Venezuela, Col onbia and Equador

Last year, Malaysia's exports to the US anbunted to RM67.7 billion while
inmports fromthe US were worth RVA4.8 billion

Meanwhi | e, Abdul Fatah said Sel angor received three projects worth
RML85.21 million fromthe US between January and April this year

The three projects would provide job opportunities to 322 peopl e.

In addition, he said, the Selangor State Governnent worked hard to
market its products worl dwi de

"Menteri Besar (Datuk Seri Dr Mhd Khir Toyo) wants to see our |ocal
products in every country around the world by 2005," he said.

He said there was a bright future in exporting coconuts to the US, but
the comodity itself in Selangor had declined because many coconut trees
were cut down and replaced with other trees a few years back

"Previously, we were not aware of the coconut narket val ue. Now one
shoul d consider |looking into this cormodity seriously,” he said.
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