21/ 11/ 2002
Qperation called off at m dni ght
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THE search and rescue operation for the famly nmenbers of fornmer Arnmed
Forces chief Tan Sri (rtd) Ismail Qrar was called off about m dnight
followi ng the recovery of all victins.

The | ast body to be recovered, that of Ismail's wife, Puan Sri Azizah
Abdul Aziz, was found underneath the rubble about 10.35pm It was pulled
out about 30 minutes |ater

Sel angor police chief Datuk Mohd Noor Hamat said police have called off
the operation when all the bodies were accounted for. A full-scale
i nvestigation is underway.

The operation was conducted by the elite Special Ml aysi an Assi stance
Rescue Team (Smart) assisted by volunteers and additional personnel from
the Arned Forces. Defence Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak had excused
hinself fromthe weekly Cabi net neeting and was one of the earliest
m nisters to have nmade his way to the scene

As news of the incident spread, thousands of people gathered at the
scene, joining a streamof dignitaries who were already there. Each and
everyone of themrecalled the 1993 col | apse of the Hi ghl and Towers,
| ocat ed about 300 netres fromlIsmail's house.

Yang di - Pertuan Agong Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mbhamad and several Cabinet Mnisters were anong those who
were the scene.

I nspector-CGeneral of Police Tan Sri Norian Mai and the Chief of the
Armed Forces Tan Sri Zahidi Zai nuddin and other top brass of the police
and arny were al so present at the scene.

The Prime Mnister's wife, Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah Mohd Ali, arrived
at about 10am and joined famly nmenbers at a tenporary operations centre
| ocated at Melih Vcak's house.

Vcak is a Turkish expatriate working for a tobacco conpany. He noved
into the house opposite Ismail's about three nonths ago.

Board nmenbers and staff of the Affin group of conpanies were also at the
scene, anxiously waiting for news of their chairman and his famly

I mredi ately after Ismail was pulled out fromthe rubble, Najib alerted
t he Cabi net using the cellular tel ephone of the Prime Mnister's ADC,

Dat uk Mohaned Ali. The Mnister then made the first public announcenent of
the incident at a hastily-called Press conference at the roadside.

A total of 80 Smart team nenbers and ot her unifornmed personnel nunbering
close to 300 were nobilised for the operation, aided by construction
experts and heavy machinery froma nearby construction sites.

Initial rescue work was slow and cautious. Rescuers had to make sure
that their work would not harmthose trapped underneath or endanger
t hensel ves. Tracker dogs were al so depl oyed.
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