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OPPORTUNI TI ES, NATURAL WONDERS AWAI T GERMAN VI SI TORS TO MALAYSI A

By: Abdul Miin Abdul Mijid

BERLIN, March 22 (Bernama) -- The hard work put in by menbers of the
Mal aysi an del egation | ed by Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mbhanmad to pronote
Mal aysia to the Gernmans was plain to see by all at the just-concl uded
three-day visit by the Prime Mnister to Gernany.

Ri ght fromthe word go, business seninars, |uncheon neetings,

i nterchanges with prom nent Germans, dinners and visits to big German
corporations were the order of the day.

Dr Mahathir set the gruelling pace going soon after his arrival in
Muni ch on Monday by delivering a keynote address at the Ml aysi an- Ger nan
Busi ness Forum outlining Malaysia's aspirations to the audi ence and
inviting themto invest in Mlaysia.

He did the same thing here at his nmeeting with nenbers of the
Conf ederation of German |Industries and German- Asi a Paci fi c Busi ness
Associ ati on.

It is not easy for a small country |like Malaysia to sell itself to a
nation |i ke Germany that has al ways been percei ved sonmewhat as
Europe-centric but Dr Mahathir undertook the task at hand with nuch ease
and panaeche.

International Trade and Industry Mnister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz said
it was only recently that one had this feeling that the Gernmans were
| ooki ng out to Asia now because of the China factor.

The m nister said she had been to Germany several tines before but it
had al ways occurred to her that here, nore than anywhere el se, information
about countries |ike Ml aysia was still |acking.

That was why Rafidah described the visit as successful because it was a
focused one.

"W net the business sector, we reached out to people in research and
devel opnent, we met opinion | eaders, and our Menbers of Parlianent,
senators net their own counterparts, the business people net theirs.

"I'n other words, we reached out to as many groups and sectors as
possible, all within a short period. Mnd you, it is not a holiday. Really,
there was no tine for anything else at all," she remarked.

Apart from Rafi dah, the del egati on conpri sed Foreign M nister Datuk
Seri Syed Hami d Al bar; Energy, Conmunications and Multimedia M ni ster Dat uk
Amar Leo Mbggi e; Sel angor Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Mhamad Khir Toyo;

Mel aka Chief Mnister Datuk Seri Ali Rustam six Parlianentarians and
menbers of the private sector.

Dr Mahathir was al so acconpanied on the visit by his wife, Datin Seri
Dr Siti Hasnmah Mohaned Ali. Before coming to Germany, he was in Russia and
on Thursday proceeded fromBerlin to Warsaw to begin a visit to Pol and.

The prime mnister used every opportunity both in Minich and here to
mar ket Mal aysia as a good investnent haven with an enphasis on the fields
of information and conmuni cation technology (1 CT) as well as engi neering.

He extolled the virtues of Malaysia's Miltinmedia Super Corridor, a 750
sq kmarea south of Kuala Lunmpur designated as a hub for the devel opnent of
mul ti medi a devel opnent and services which has attracted over 640 comnpani es
so far.

And true to his style, Dr Mahathir did not fail to air his and
Mal aysi a' s vi ews, whether at business seminars or in private neetings, on
various topics such as globalisation, the country's economic clinmate, the
energence of China, Asean, Islamand the Muslins as well as terrorism



At one point, he deftly handled an "advice" froma German partici pant
of a business forumin Minich that Ml aysia should not push too nuch
t owar ds becomning an industrialised nation at the expense of its quality of
envi ronnent.

"You are entitled to your own opinion, but Milaysia has to nmake some
money for its people,” Dr Mahathir shot back at the man.

Several of his responses earned hi mapplause fromparticipants |ike the
one where he said the very people who condemmed Ml aysia for taking
unort hodox nmeasures to stabilise the Mal aysian financial and econom c
situation at the height of the regional financial crisis, were the ones who
now subscri bed bonds issued by the country.

Fromhis tal ks with German Chancel | or Gerhard Schroder here on a cold
and drizzly Wednesday, it energed that Dr Mahathir had taken pains to
expl ai n about devel opnents in the Muslimworld and steps taken by Ml aysi a
to keep the terrori smnenace in check

Al so, Malaysia is interested to forge cl oser cooperation with Gernmany
inthe field of education to take advantage of this country's free
education and excel |l ent hands-on approach with regard to vocati ona
training.

And a funny thing happened at the joint press conference attended by
the two | eaders after their talks at Schroder's office in the Federa
Chancel | ery conpl ex i n downtown Berlin.

It started off fairly well with remarks by Schroder and a short one by
Dr Mahathir on the outcone of their neeting foll owed by a question directed
at the prine mnister froma nenber of the Ml aysian press corp.

But just before the assenbl ed Mal aysi an and Gernan nedi a nenbers coul d
pose t he next question, Schroder said thank you and in a second it was
over.

A Mal aysian journalist dryly remarked that he had flown 14 hours to get
to Gernmany and the | east Schroder could do was allow a few nore questions
fromthe fl oor

Anot her Ml aysi an del egati on nenber wondered aloud if the Chancellor's
action was meant to duck sensitive questions fromGerman reporters given
that elections would be held in Germany | ater this year.

But Dr Mahat hir saved the day when he di scl osed to Ml aysi an
journalists later that renowned Gerrman car nmaker BMAN had chosen Mal aysia to
set up its operations centre for Asia.

The prime minister also ganely played the role of Culture, Arts and
Tourism M nister when he said at a function that Ml aysia could use sone
nmore tourists fromGermany as only slightly over 70,000 of themvisited
Mal aysi a | ast year.

In inviting German businessnmen to Malaysia to see for thensel ves what
the country had to offer, Dr Mahathir said that at the very | east they
could enjoy a good holiday in a country still 50 per cent covered by
natural forests.

Rafi dah expressed hope that Gernan airline Lufthansa would resune
flights to Kuala Lunpur to facilitate novenents of people between the two
countri es.

Dr Mahathir al so opened the Mal aysi an enbassy in Berlin conplete with a
rousi ng wel com ng beat of the "konpang" and "bunga nanggar" as guests were
treated with Mal aysian hospitality and a sunptious buffet featuring rice
served i n coconut shells.

"I hope the Gernans won't think that we still eat |ike this back hone,"
qui pped a Kual a Lunpur-based busi nessman present at the function.

Avisit to Berlin would not be conplete without a trip to what has
remai ned of the Berlin Wall which divided East and West Berlin prior to
1990.



Dr Mahathir and the rest of the Ml aysian delegation did just that as
they went on a tour of the historic city which included a detour to the
exciting Potsdanmer Platz which in the 1920's was Europe's busiest square
but conpletely destroyed by war and | eft undevel oped until decades | ater.
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