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Zai nudi n- Qpposi tion

OPPCSI TI ON TRYI NG TO CONFUSE THE PCEPLE ON PM S RETI REMENT, SAYS
ZAl NUDI N

KOTA BAHARU, Dec 29 (Bernamm) -- Parti Keadilan Nasional and PAS are
now camnpai gni ng to confuse the people regarding Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanad's decision to retire in October next year, Deputy
Informati on M nister Datuk Zainudin Midin said today.

He said that they were conducting the canpaign to | end credence to
their allegations.

"When Dr Mahathir retires, it will prove their malice and that they are
| ying. They have tainted the prinme mnister's announcenment (on his
intention to retire) which was nmade at the Umo general assenbly | ast
June, " he said.

He was speaking to reporters upon his arrival at the Pengkal an Chepa
airport here to attend a neeting with non-governnental organisations and
artistes in Kelantan on efforts to revive arts and cultural activities in
the state.

Zai nudi n said the opposition was now afraid to face the truth because
Dr Mahathir's successor was a nan who had shown firmess in dealing with
t hose who deviated fromdenocratic practices.

Dr Mahathir has named Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad
Badawi to succeed him

Zainudin said: "All this while, they didn't want to believe that Dr
Mahat hir had had to delay his retirenent because of a critical noral crisis
wit hi n Umo.

"After the scandal and corruption were proven to be true, they
continued to chanpi on honbsexual |eaders and criminal cases.”

In apparent reference to the articles of jailed Datuk Seri Anwar
I br ahi m whi ch often appeared in the foreign nedia and pro-opposition web
sites, Zainudin said that never in the history of the nedia in Ml aysia had
t he newspapers published the articles of prisoners or crimnals.

However, he said, this had happened i n Harakah, PAS official organ,
and the articles were read by the public over the past few nonths.

"Actual |y, behind the canpaign to confuse the peopl e about Dr
Mahathir's decision to retire is their concern about facing a new chall enge
froma person who | ooks gentle but has convinced the people of his
credibility, firmess, sense of fairness and wi sdomthrough his actions,"”
he sai d.
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