04 NOV 2002

OPPGCSI TI ON LACKS PATRI OTI C SPIRI'T, SAYS UWNO YOUTH LEADER

KUALA TERENGGANU, Nov 4 (Bernamm) -- The opposition parties' rejection
of Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad's open invitation to themto join the
Bari san Nasi onal (BN) shows that they lack the spirit of patriotism an
Umo Yout h | eader sai d today.

Terengganu Umo Youth chief Din Adamsaid it was clear that the
opposition placed nore inportance to its political interests than efforts
to unite the people to face external threats.

By ridiculing the prime minister's invitation, the opposition showed
that it was never serious about the issue of unity, he said.

"I'f they did not take up the offer, the BN woul d not | ose anything
because the inmportant thing is that the prinme mnister has opened the doors
to themfor the sake of the country and its people," he said.

It was up to themto interpret the nove but Dr Mahathir's sincere aim
had enphasi sed the point that BN al ways gave priority to unity, he said.
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