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Muhyi ddi n- Qpposi ti on
OPPCSI TI ON BUDGET A DI SGRACE TO PARLI AMENT, SAYS MUHYI DDI N

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 15 (Bernamm) -- The alternative budget 2003,
expected to be tabled by the opposition front before Sept 20, is a disgrace
to Parliament and nerely a gimmck to win the hearts of the people, Umo
vi ce-president Tan Sri Muhyi ddi n Mohaned Yassin sai d today.

He said the alternative budget to be announced by the opposition
parties was unconstitutional and was not provided for in any Parlianent
rul es or regul ati ons.

"This shows their arrogance. They think they are strong enough to form
the next governnment. It is an irresponsible act done wi thout any respect
for the highest | aw nmaki ng body of the country," he said.

Muhyi ddi n, who is Donestic Trade and Consumer Affairs Mnister, said
this after opening the mnistry's Fam |y Day at the Forest Research
Institute of Malaysia, here.

He said the opposition parties should not belittle the budget by
tabling one just to oppose the National Budget 2003 which Prine M nister
and Fi nance M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad will be tabling in the
Dewan Rakyat on Fri day.

"The people will not be hoodwi nked by their latest gimrick. It is
another attenpt to tarnish the dignity of the ruling Barisan Nasi onal
governnent," he added.

The opposition front conprising PAS, Parti Keadil an Nasional and Parti
Rakyat Mal aysia, had announced that they woul d table a separate budget this
week to oppose the National Budget 2003 to be tabled by Dr Mahathir

Muhyi ddi n said the opposition wanted to show t hat what ever the
governnent had done so far in boosting the econonmy and uplifting the
standard of living of the people had not nmet the target.

He said the governnent did not have anything to prove to the opposition
as it was clear that it had done all it could to stimulate growh and
assi st the peopl e econom cal ly.

On anot her note, Mihyiddin said Dr Mahathir's wi sh not to seek
re-election in the next general election should be respected by al
parties.

"H s sacrifice should be appreci ated. Although he could have conti nued
as a Menber of Parlianent (of Kubang Pasu), he chose to vacate the seat and
give full backing to the new Bari san Nasi onal | eadership," he added

Dr Mahat hir announced in Kedah on Friday that he woul d not contest the
Kubang Pasu parlianent seat follow ng his decision to vacate all governnent
and party posts in October next year but would work hard to ensure victory
for the ruling Barisan Nasional
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