15/ 09/ 2002

Qpposition to tabl e budget before Sept 20

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - The Qpposition Front will unveil its alternative
budget to the public before the Governnent presents its budget on Sept 20.
Parti Keadil an Nasional deputy president Abdul Rahman O hman said the
Qpposition's Supply Bill has been finalised, adding that it focuses on

policies and neasures towards sustai nabl e devel opnent.

"W want to give the people a chance to conpare our budget and the one
that will be tabled by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, "
adding that it will also be read out by Opposition | eader Datuk Seri Abdu
Hadi Awang in Parlianent.

He added that the Opposition's budget will balance the needs of the
rakyat and the business conmunity and be based on the principle that "what
you consume today is what you |leave for the children of tonorrow'

Responding to criticismthat the budget was a political ginmmck, Abdu
Rahman said the Qpposition was serious about pronoting its policies to the
peopl e and that the budget was fornmulated with the hel p of accountants,
econom sts and former officials fromthe Treasury.

"It does not matter who holds the nation's purse. What is inportant are
the fiscal policies which an administration inplenments. Qur policies are
t hose which the people can expect us to inplenent if we are voted into
power . "

Yest erday, Umo vice-president Datuk Seri Najib Abdul Razak criticised
the Qpposition's plan to table its own budget in Parlianment, saying that
it was a political gimmick and did not reflect reality.

Naji b said the Opposition could announce salary increments but it did
not have to worry about where the noney for those measures would cone from
and their inplications.
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