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OPS AGAI NST | LLEGALS TO CONTI NUE- SABAH CM

KOTA KI NABALU, Sept 2 (Bernanm) -- The repatriation of illegal
immgrants to the Philippines will be suspended but the operation agai nst
foreigners who do not have valid travel documents, including Filipinos,
wi Il continue, Sabah Chief M nister Datuk Chong Kah Ki at said today.

"Basically the request fromthe Philippine President G oria Macapagal
Arroyo is for Malaysia to halt the deportation process of Filipino
nationals to give themthe opportunity to see howthe inmgrants were
treated while in detention,” he told reporters here after chairingthe
State Security Conmittee nmeeting here.

On Saturday Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad sai d Mal aysi a
had agreed to tenporarily halt the deportation of Filipinoillegal
i mm grants at the request of the Philippine President.

This was to allow Manila to send its officers to i nspect detention
canps follow ng nedia reports on the all eged m streatnent of inmgrants.

Ateamof officials | ed by presidential advisor Nur Jaafar woul d be
arriving here fromManila this afternoonto see for itself the condition at
the detention centres in Menggatal, near here as well as i n Sandakan and
Tawau in the east coast of Sabah.

The teamconprising senior officials fromthe Labour and Enpl oynent,
Heal t h and Wl fare and Def ence departments would return to Manila on
Thur sday.

Chong, who is the Sabah State Security Committee Chairman, said: "This
visit is to study and see the actual situation while in detention. Wether
the situation is the sane as pictured by the Philippine nediais for them
to assess.”

The Chief M nister said Sabah wel coned the teamof officials and would
facilitate their visit to the three hol ding centres.

"W are very happy that they are conming to have a | ook at their own
peopl e here," Chong sai d.

Asked to commrent on the alleged ill-treatnment of Filipinoillegals,
Chong said: "W have said many times that we have never had any conpl ai nt
fromanybody either fromthe enbassy or fromthe peopl e who have stayed
here for so |l ong and enjoyed all the benefits and facilities."

"...1f indeed we ill-treat them then why is it that they do not want
to go back? If that is the case, why will they want to come back here even
wi t hout docunent ati on? Conmon sense will tell you that this state nust be a
par adi se for them otherwi se they will not want to conme here," the Chief
M ni ster said.

Chong sai d Sabah had adhered to established procedures pertaining to
treatnment of detainees.

"I'f anyone of themhad health problem we al ways have t hem under go
medi cal treatnent. W have nmany i nstances where i mredi ate attenti on has
been given to those who were ill," he said.
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