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COLOMBO, Cct 22 (Bernamm) -- The Sri Lankan author at the centre of a
stormover allegations that sections of the Mal aysian ruling coalition were
linked to the Al-Qaeda terrorist network, started his witing career with
t he i ndependent Sun newspaper in Sri Lanka in the early 1980s before
reaching international "fanme" as a defence specialist and strategi st.

Dr Rohan Gunaratna, a former defence and terrorismspecialist at the
Centre for Study of Terrorismand Political Violence in Scotland, i s known
to be close to several intelligence agencies including India s RAW
(Research & Anal ysis Wng), and has aut hored several books dealing with Sri
Lankan Tani| Tiger rebels, |leftw ng Sinhalese rebels in Sri Lanka and t he
rol e of I ndian Peace Keeping Forces in Sri Lanka.

The Ml aysi an governnment this week accused Gunaratna of |inking Prine
M ni ster Dr Mahat hir Mohanmed' s ruling Bari san Nasi onal (National Front) to
GCsanm bi n Laden' s network through the Moro Islanic Liberation Front (M LF)
rebel group in the Philippines, and demanded that that the references be
wi t hdr awn.

Gunar at na has deni ed the charge but adm tted, however, that he did say
- in his book on the Al Qaeda - the MLF maintains some links with
i ndi viduals in the National Front.

"I have not read the book but | believe in principle the Mlaysian
government shoul d not take a hard | i ne approach as Gunar at na has not naned
Mahat hir apart fromsone people in the ruling party," noted Sugeswara
Senadheera, associate director of the Centre for Strategic Studies based in
Col ombo. The institute deals with research and i ssues on regi onal security.

The Sri Lankan writer and anal yst has been accused by Tanmi|l rebels of
"making a living out of yarns he spins about the LTTE (rebels) for his
political masters in the Sri Lankan Foreign Mnistry," accordingto a
pro-rebel website.

Last week, QGunaratna, who speaks on a wi de range of terrorist issues,
was quoted on Australian TV on the inplications of the Bali bonbing. He now
lives in Singapore. -- BERNAMA
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