21/ 08/ 2002

PUM di sappoi nted over criticismfor defending N k Aziz

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - The Muslim Schol ars Associ ati on of Ml aysia (PUM is
di sappoi nted at bei ng accused of not being a true ul ama association for
its defence of Kelantan Menteri Besar Datuk N k Abdul Aziz N k Mat.

PUM presi dent Abdul Ghani Sansudin said the association was di spl eased
with the assertion made by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad.

"Nik Aziz is a distinguished ulama who has, for years, taught Muslins to
abi de by God's laws and teachings. Nik Aziz's comritnment to defendi ng and
serving the religion through the political platformwas proof of his
dedication to the teachings of God and the Prophet.

"PUMis not affected by those who do not acknowl edge PUM as a true ul ama
association. Their denial of this is akin to the denial of a blind person
to the existence of the sun.”

Last Friday, the Prine Mnister stated that the PUMwas not a true ul ama
association as it defended N k Aziz, who has been criticised for referring
to God as a thug.

Dr Mahathir also said it was al so appropriate for PUMto turn into a Pas
branch.

On Aug 11, PUMstated that it was not an insult to refer to God as a
thug as it was only a conparison nmeant to instil the realisation that
humans were limted in their status conpared to the Creator.

On beconming a branch of Pas, Abdul Ghani said that PUMwas an
i ndependent religious body and was supportive of the CGovernnment, citing as
an exanple its efforts to establish a nonetary system based on the gold
di nar.
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