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CONGRESSMAN PRA| SES M SI A FOR FOLLOW NG | TS OMN PRESCRI PTI ONS

By: Sal ny Hashim

WASHI NGTON, May 15 (Bernama) -- An Anmerican Congressman has conmmended
Mal aysi a for achieving positive results despite pursuing its own
prescriptions for devel opment and ami d criticisns by gl obal agenci es,
saying it spoke well of the country's ability to manage its econony.

Denocrat G egory W Meeks fromNew York said that Ml aysi a was of
interest to himbecause for 30 years, it had followed its own approach to
econom ¢ devel opnent .

And "they didn't followthe Wrld Bank's or the I M s (International
Monet ary Fund) approach and the results speak for thensel ves," he said.

Meeks, the co-chair of the Ml aysia-Amrerica Friendship Caucus, said
this after the | aunch of the caucus, al so known as the Mal aysi a, Trade,
Security and Econom ¢ Cooperation Caucus, by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad Tuesday ni ght.

He said that the US and Mal aysi a had strong econom ¢ and defence ties,
and were partners in conbating terrorism "In spite of being left out in
t he novi e Bl ack Hawk Down, Mal aysi a al so shed blood with us in Somalia," he
sai d.

Meeks said that the prine mnister had stood virtually alone in the
Islamc world on the principle that any arned attack agai nst civilians, by
i ndividual s, groups or states, regardl ess of justification should be
gl obally defined as terrorism

"And we shoul d be cl ear that Ml aysia does not conme to us seeking a
handout .

"Ml aysi a seeks a real partnership with America as part of Malaysia's
own goal of beconi ng a devel oped nation by the year 2020 and the prine
mnister's vision for the Asean region to assune its rightful place and
responsibilities as contributors to the world econony," sai d Meeks.

Meanwhi | e, co-chair of the caucus, Congressman Pete Sessions
(Republ i can- Texas) sai d that the caucus woul d assi st in educating and
i nform ng ot her nmenbers of congress and US governnent officials about the
benefits of a cooperative, anti-terrorist, pro-denocracy and pro-free
trading rel ationship with Mal aysi a.
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