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A very good year for wonen

Sof i anni  Subki

ITS been a positive year for wonen in terns of achievenent. On the | oca
scene, wonen's groups made their voices heard at every turn. One such
exanpl e was the outcry agai nst the proposed Terengganu hudud Bill and its
di scrimnatory cl auses.

El sewhere, they were persevering in terns of their efforts to stanp out
donesti c vi ol ence.

The Mnistry of Winen and Fam |y Devel opnent too has achi eved much this
year by addressi ng gender-based i ssues and matters pertaining to single
not hers.

Here are the highlights of events in 2002 pertaining to wonen: -

Jan 21: Puteri Umo | aunches Wanita Al af Baru (Wmen of the New
M1 ennium or WABA, a three-nmonth |ong camnpai gn ained at creating
awar eness of wonen's rights and viol ence agai nst wonen.

Jan 31: In an effort to conbat gender discrimnation in Parliamnent,
several wonen's groups announce their plans to nonitor debates in the
Dewan Rakyat and to conpile sexist remarks and conmments if and when nade

by MPs.
Jan 31: Carol Selvarajah, fondly known to Ml aysians as the "Mt her of
M crowave Cooking", is given the honour of playing celebrity chef on board

the vessel Queen Elizabeth Il as part of its 2002 Wrld Crui se Voyage of
Expl or ati on.

Feb 7: Local wonen's television show 3R (Respect, Relax and Respond)
celebrates International Wwnen's Day on a grand scal e by organising 3R
Day, a celebration of the joys of wonanhood with the thenme "Stop Viol ence
Agai nst Wbnen" at KLCC Espl anade, Kual a Lunpur.

Feb 11: The Al Wnen's Action Society and Wmen's Devel opnent
Col l ective call on the Governnment to speed up tabling a Bill on sexua
harassnment and get the Sexual Harassnent Act in place. The current
Mal aysi an Code of Practice on Sexual Harassment in the Wrkplace is
proving ineffective.

March 7: The Mnistry of Wwnen and Fam |y Devel opnent opens its new y-
renovated office to the public. Unlike other CGovernnent offices, the
buil ding features an el egantly designed interior which exudes a cosy
anbi ence.

April 04: Birthright, a shelter for pregnant single wonen with no place
to go is launched by Ml aysian Al DS Council president Datin Paduka Marina
Mahat hir at Grace Conmmunity Centre in Taman SEA, Petaling Jaya

April 10: Bow er Shalin Zulkifli is crowned the 2001 Sportswoman of the
Year in Subang, Selangor. She is presented with a trophy and RMLO, 000 by
t he Yang di - Pertuan Agong, Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin Syed Putra Jamalullail.

April 12: Cerak Wanis, the wonen's wi ng of the 4B Youth Myvenent
mobilises its machinery in all states to help dissemnate information on
i ncest and rape anobng young womnen.

May 7: New guidelines to strengthen Ml aysia's proposed Bill on sexual
harassment are announced. The guidelines are finalised at the end of the
Roundt abl e Meeting on Sexual Harassment Legislation and Processes.

May 17: Local singer-cumactress Any Mastura is chosen to be the
anbassador for Lux products.

May 20: To pronote awareness anong Mal aysi ans on the existence of the
Donestic Violence Act, the National Unity and Social Devel opment Mnistry
announces that it will be using the nedia, especially the electronic



medi a, to hel p wonen know of the protection afforded by the Act.

May 24: The Wonen and Fami |y Devel opnent M nistry conducts a study on
the additional costs to be borne by enployers and the country if the 60-
day maternity | eave is extended by another 30 days.

May 24: The police announces its plans to set up one-stop centres for
violent and sexual victins in all states. The centres woul d handl e sexua
and abuse-rel ated cases, especially cases of traumatic rape victinmns.

May 27: Progressive wonmen's group Sisters In |Islam denounces the
proposed Terengganu Bill, accusing it of being a gross violation of the
principles of justice and equality in Islam Under this Bill, a woman who
reports she has been raped will be charged with gazaf (sl anderous
accusation) and given 80 lashes if she is unable to prove the rape.

May 29: The Wonen and Fami |y Devel opnent Mnistry officially takes a
stand agai nst certain provisions in Terengganu's Hudud Bill. Concern is
expressed over the Bill's discrimnatory clauses agai nst wonen.

June 1: The Mal aysi an Navy announces that women navy personnel will be
able to serve on board ships by 2008 as it expects to receive new vessels
whi ch have quarters for wonen. Wnen are now restricted to shore duties as
exi sting ships do not have the necessary facilities.

June 3: Mal aysia plays host to the Asia Regional Wrkshop on
Strengt heni ng Partnerships for Elimnati ng Gender-Based Vi ol ence.

Organi sed by the Mnistry of Wnmen and Fam |y Devel opnent in col |l aboration
with the United Nations Devel opnent Fund for Wnen (UNIFEM and the
Commonweal th Secretariat, the workshop is held to conbat the scourge of

vi ol ence agai nst women.

June 6: Pas muslimt (wonen) |eaders announce their plans to subnit a
protest to the party's central working conmttee for the nunerous jokes
about pol ygany nmade by permanent chairnman Abu Kassi m Abdul | ah during a
nmukt amar (general assenbly).

June 6: Puteri Umo | aunches video conpact discs (VCDs) on basic
techni ques in sel f-defence. Ainmed at educating young girls and
school chil dren on how to defend thenselves in the event of an attack, the
VCDs were distributed to 9,000 secondary and primary school chil dren
nati onw de.

June 10: Wonen from across the board got together to oppose the tabling
of the hudud Bill by the Terengganu Government. Over 20 speakers
representing vari ous NGOs, CGovernnent agencies and political parties aired
their views at the forum organi sed by the Wonen and Fami |y Devel opnment
M nistry.

June 14: For the first time, wonen participate in a national-I|evel
wei ghtlifting nmeet at the 2002 national chanpi onship. Six wonen are anong
t he 65 people who entered the two-day conpetition

June 24: Twenty nonths after its formation and a year after its |aunch
Puteri Umo is finally formalised and recognised as a fully-fl edged
separate wing of Umo foll owi ng amendnents nmade to Umo's constitution

July 1: Pas' women's wi ng, Dewan Muslimat, proposes that a wonan to
contest the Pendang parliamentary seat. It was tinme for the party to gauge
the capability and public acceptance of a Pas wonan representative.

July 3: Statistics show that cases of donestic violence are on the
decrease, partly due to various progranmes organi sed by the Fam |y and
Wbrren Devel opnent M nistry.

July 11: Squash queen Nicol David is chosen as a national goodw ||
anbassador for the United Nations Devel opnent Programme. She joins the
ranks of actor Danny G over, South African Nobel Prize w nner Nadine
Cor di mer and Japanese actress M sako Kono.

July 18: The Muslim Wnen's Wl fare Associ ati on announces its plans to
build a welfare centre for elderly wonmen estimated to cost RMB mllion



The centre, to be called Teratak Warga Enas, ainms to provide elderly wonen
with a place to neet and conduct activities to fill their tine.

July 20: The country's | eading women scientists cone to the fore at the
"Wiman in the Wirld of Science and Technol ogy" workshop and exhi bition at
Nati onal Science Centre, Kuala Lunpur. The scientists, who are from
various disciplines, gave |lectures and interactive sessions for students,
parents, lecturers and teachers.

July 26: The Sultan of Sel angor becones the first royal ruler to draw
atttention to the problem of gender discrimnation in the syariah courts
when he announced that he had received conplaints that Syariah Court
j udges were biased against wonmen in their judgnents and were too rigid in
carrying out their duties.

July 26: The CGovernnent announces its plans to look into the possibility
of anendi ng the Penal Code to nake existing | aws nore conpassi onate and
"humane" towards wonen, including allow ng abortion in rape and incest
cases.

Aug 5: Siti Zalina Ahnad lives up to the expectations of the A ynpic
Counci| of Malaysia and the National Sports Council when she clinches the
| awn bowl s wonen's singles gold on the final day of the Commonwealth
Ganes.

Aug 6: Top songstress Siti Nurhaliza emerges the overall Gand Prix
wi nner at the International Song and Miusic Festival held in Al maty,
Kazakhstan. She receives US$10, 000 (RM38,000), a solid gold trophy and a
certificate fromthe city mayor.

Aug 6: Wanita M C spearheads efforts to get the Indian Single Mthers
Associ ation registered. This will ensure that CGovernnent assistance will
be better distributed to these wonen.

Aug 8: The Entrepreneur Devel opnment Mnistry formul ates a conprehensive
system for wonmen entrepreneurs to gain access to funding. The system woul d
enabl e wonen entrepreneurs to get a fair share.

Aug 8: The Breast Cancer Wl fare Association of Ml aysia organi ses the
1st Asia Pacific Reach to Recovery Breast Cancer Support Conference. It is
the first regional forumon breast cancer of its kind to be held.

Aug 16: AWAM sets up the nation's first rape support group that wll
provide survivors with a solid support system

Aug 27: The Human Resources M nistry announces that it will look into
ways to increase wonen's participation in the econony, including having
fl exi bl e working hours for them

Aug 29: The Mnisitry of Wonmen and Fanily Devel opment cel ebrates
Nati onal Wonen's Day by | aunching Nur, a wonen's nmagazine (in partnership
wi t h publishing house Karangkraf) and Nur Bikerz, an income-generating
project for single nothers (in collaboration with The Bi kerz, a conpany
selling notorcycles).

Sep 9: The Negri Senbilan government forns a special Wnen and Famly
Affairs Committee to ook into the problenms and achi evenent of wonen in
the State. The conmittee would be entrusted with the responsibility to
manage the overall devel opnent and progress of wonen and families in the
State.

Sep 9: Wanita People's Progressive Party (PPP) urges the Education
M nistry to consider introducing sex education in schools in view of the
i ncreasi ng nunber of incest and rape cases in the country.

Sep 11: The Wbnen and Family Devel opnment M nistry updates its database
to enable it to serve as a fully fledged reference centre. The dat abase
woul d contain details on wonen in the country in all aspects including
heal t h, education and career

Sep 11: The Government | ooks into a proposal by the Wanita Barisan
Nasi onal for Enpl oyees Provident Fund to nake it conpul sory for



contributors to name their spouses as the main beneficiary. There had been
conpl aints fromwonen that their husbands had naned their parents or
others as the beneficiaries.

Sep 12: An insurance plan for wonen only, covering fibroids, ovarian
cysts and breast reconstructive surgery as a result of accidents or
cancer, is introduced. Launched by Ml aysia Assurance Alliance Bhd, it is
the first plan in the country which insures wonmen for such conditions,
wi th a maxi nrum coverage of RMVBO, 000 each.

Sep 16: Puteri Umo chief Azalina O hman Said takes her fight against
gender discrimnation to the international stage as a speaker at the Asia-
Eur ope Di al ogue in Tenpere, Finland.

Sep 19: Established wonen's group Wnen's Aid O gani sati on (VWAO
celebrates its 20th anniversary.

Sep 21: The 2003 Budget allocates RM9.1 nillion for the Wnen and
Fam |y Devel opnment M nistry. The bigger allocation was in line with the
CGovernnment's recognition of the role of wonmen in national econom c and
soci al devel opnent.

Sep 28: Wanita MCA calls for political parties to inplenment a gender
guota system when allocating parlianentary and State seats to their
menbers to increase female representation in national politics.

Cct 2: Teresa Kok (DAP-Seputeh) opposes the nmove to include marita
status in MyKad as it discrimnates agai nst wonmen. It could cause sexi st
remar ks agi nst wi dows and unnmarri ed wonmen when they apply for jobs and
pronoti ons.

Cct 4: Wendy Chai and Sarah Yap win Malaysia's first Asian Ganes gold
medal in the wonen's bowling doubles at the Asiad Bowling Alley in Busan

Cct 9: Qur bow ing queen Shalin zZulkifli clinches the wonen's Masters
gol d nmedal at the Asian Games.

Cct 10: National co-ordinator of Puteri M C Datuk Anusha Sant hirast hi pam
announces that the commttee nmenbers of the newly established young I ndian
worren' s novenent will be appointed by end of the year

Cct 23: Malaysia's first ever Ladies' CGolf Fair takes place at the Md
Val l ey Megamall Centre Court. In the last few years, nore wonen are taking
up golf and the I ocal golf scene has ceased to be mal e-dom nat ed.

Cct 26: Wanita DAP calls on the Governnent to adopt a multi-pronged
strategy to conbat the trafficking of wonen for prostitution. Many of
t hese wonen cone from I ndonesi a, Philippines, China, Canbodia, Vietnam and
Russi a.

Nov 7: After seven anguish-filled years of waiting, Aida Melly Tan
Mutalib has a Press conference to announce that she has finally received
her divorce certificate fromthe Sel angor Religi ous Departnent. Her
est ranged husband responded by filing yet another appeal which was |ater
dropped after nuch public protest.

Nov 1: The Pink Brigade troops into the Putra Wrld Trade Centre for the
i naugural general assenbly of Puteri Umo. A total of 660 del egates from
165 divisions as well as 2,000 observers participate in the assenbly. The
nmovenment's protem chief, Azalina O hman Said, and pro-tem secretary
Nor ai ni Ahmad wi n uncont ested when divisional neetings concl ude.

Nov 11: Regarded by many as a proponent for the devel opnment Ml aysi an
bati k, Datuk Seri Endon Mahnood | aunches a coffeetable book on the Nyonya
kebaya.

Nov 16: The Puteri Umo public conplaints bureau sets up branches in al
States to help seek solutions to problens faced by the people. Its head is
Noor Asmah Mbohd Nawawi .

Nov 16: The Wonen and Family Devel opnent M nistry formul ates gui delines
and procedures to set up a proper systemw th the police and all rel evant
parties to handl e cases of assault on women.



Nov 23: Prem | a Supramani am puts | ocal karate on the worl dstage after
becoming the first Malaysian to win a Wrld Chanpi onshi ps nmedal when she
wi ns the wonen's kumite open bronze in Mdrid, Spain.

Dec 11: Wnen and Fam |y Devel opment M ni ster Datuk Seri Shahrizat Abdul
Jalil takes a stand agai nst inposing the death penalty on child rapists.
Instead, it proposes that life inprisonnent and mandat ory whi ppi ng be
i nposed on those who rape children or commit incest.



	A very good year for women (NST 26/12/2002)

