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Syed Hami d-1ran
Dl NAR, TERRORI SM TO TAKE CENTRESTAGE | N TALKS BETWEEN DR M KHATAM

KOTA TINGA , July 20 (Bernama) -- Using dinar as another neans to
settl e trade transactions and i nternational terrori smare anong i ssues
expected to be di scussed by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad
and I rani an Presi dent Seyed Mohanmmad Khat anmi who wi || make an of fi ci al
visit to Mal aysia tonorrow.

Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar said the use of dinar
m ght be explored by the two | eaders because Mal aysia wants to know lran's
reacti on on the idea nooted by Dr Mahathir.

"Using di nar as a node of paynent for trade is not to replace any
currency but as another neans of settlenent of trade transactions, whichis
one of Dr Mahathir's favourite subject,” he told reporters after opening
Sekol ah Aganma Bandar here today.

Syed Ham d said Dr Mahathir had propagated that it woul d be good for
many countries if there was a choice of currency to pay for trade
transacti ons between countri es.

"I believe Dr Mahathir will also discuss this matter," he sai d, addi ng
that the prine mnister mght al so touch on the settlenent to the Pal estine
conflict with Khatam .

Replying to a question, Syed Ham d said there was a strong possibility
that international terrorismwoul d al so be on t he agenda of di scussi ons
bet ween Mal aysia and Iran during the three-day state visit.

"I"'msure they will discuss what |Islam c countries should do, its
(terrorism inpact on Islamand in the context of OC (O ganisation of
I sl ani ¢ Conference), that being the nmost current subject," he said.

Syed Hami d said Dr Mahathir had been one of the nmain proponents that
terrori smnust be handl ed and nanaged holistically and the prine ninister
had nmenti oned repeatedly that terrori smshoul d not be associated with
religion or with Islam

"... and in this case, Iran has been one of the countries that has been
spotlighted... highlighted or focused," he said.

Khatami will arrive tonorrow, heading a 91-nmenber del egati on,
conprising fivemnisters, five deputy m ni sters and seni or gover nnent
officials.

The visit, at the invitation of the Yang di-Pertuan Agong, is ainmed at
enhanci ng Mal aysia-Iran bilateral ties and to step up cooperation in the
econom c field, especially in trade and i nvest ments.

Syed Hami d sai d Kual a Lunpur and Teheran had establ i shed cooperation in
t he petrol eumindustry and Iran was keen on several other sectors |ike
t el ecommuni cations, touri smand educati on with Ml aysi a.

"I'n short, Dr Mahat hir and President Khatam wi |l discuss and exchange
views on a wi de range of international and regional issues," he said.

He said Khatam had expressed interest inthe civilisation dial ogueto
narrow the gap between the different civilisations and to boost
under st andi ng on the various cultures to ensure a safer world for the
wel | -bei ng of the masses.

The Yang di-Pertuan Agong will host a state banquet in honour of
Khatanm who will al so be entertai ned by the National Chanbers of Comerce
and | ndustry, Ml aysia at a di al ogue with the chanbers whi ch woul d al so be
attended by Dr Mahathir.

In conjunction with the visit, Syed Ham d said Mal aysia and | ran woul d
sign five menoranduns of understanding (MoUs). Anpong themare in the field



of tourism cooperationininformationtechnology withthe Miltinmedia
Devel opnent Cor porati on and avoi dance of doubl e taxati on.
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