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Mahat hi r- Tam |
Dl STRI BUTE | NDI AN- MUSLI M LI TERARY WORKS | N SCHOOLS- DR M

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 14 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad t oday
suggested that the historic literary works of Indian Mislins be printed and
di stributed anong Tanmi |, Mal ay and Chi nese schools in the country.

The Prinme M nister said this would enabl e students to make references
and understand better the history of Islamic Civilisation apart from
hel ping to spread the Islamc literary weal th anong the [ocal nulti-raci al
and nulti-religious people.

"History is the civilisation of a particular race. This will enlighten
future generations," he sai d when opening the Mal aysi an Tami | Mislim
Literary Conference here.

Dr Mahathir noted that Tami| | anguage scholars seldomreferred to the
literary works of Indian-Mislins.

"This is a |l oss because if we oursel ves cannot spread our literary
weal t h, we cannot expect others or even our young generation to do this,"
he said.

The Prime Mnister said if Tanmil Muslimculture with its rich
st orehouse of manuscripts on the devel opment of |slamwas not spread and
preserved, then it woul d becone neani ngl ess.

Dr Mahat hir said in Mal aysia an outstandi ng schol ar of |ndian-Mislim
descent was Munshi Abdul | ah.

"I't is ny wish to see a person of the calibre of Minshi Abdull ah
emerging to wite about the devel opnent of Tamil-Islamic literature in
Mal aysi a for the know edge of future generations," he said.

The Prime M nister expressed the hope that the conference woul d
di scover the past and present literary works and study their history in the
i nterest of Muslins universally.

It was al so hoped t his woul d encourage young people to cherish and
undertake research on Tanmil-Mislimliterature and wite Islamn c-based
hi story.

If not it is feared that Tam|-Mislimliterary works will not be
popul ar with the public and the I ndian conmunity i n particul ar, what nore
with the rapid devel opment of ICT, Internet, e-nmail and e-econony at
present.

Conf erence Chai rman Datuk Dr Haji Mohamed Haniffa said the Indian
Musl i mcommunity i n Mal aysi a respected and ful |l y supported t he government' s
efforts to stress on English in the teaching of science and mat hs.

The conference was organi sed by the Islamc Charity Body in
col I aboration with I ndi an Musl i mor gani sati ons and charities in Ml aysi a.

- - BERNANA

AFY AHH AAM



	DISTRIBUTE INDIAN-MUSLIM LITERARY WORKS IN SCHOOLS- DR M (Bernama 14/10/2002)

