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Abdul | ah- Touched
ABDULLAH TOUCHED BY SUPPORT FROM UVMNO SUPREME COUNCI L

KUALA LUMPUR, June 25 (Bernama) -- Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi said he is touched by the strong support from Umo
supreme council nmenbers for himto take over as prine mnister as Umo
president as wi shed for by Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

Abdul I ah said Dr Mahat hir woul d continue to serve as the prine
m nister, Umo president and Bari san Nasi onal (BN) chairman during the
transition period fromnow until Cctober next year

"I am nost touched by the support given by the suprenme council to what
Dr Mahathir w shed for, and during the period that has been decided, there
will be an orderely transfer of power," he told a nedia conference after
chairing a special neeting of the suprene council

Abdul | ah said he would continue with his normal duties as deputy prine
mnister, and in addition performthe duties of the prime minister in the
absence of Dr Mahathir.

Asked if he is currently the acting prinme mnister as Dr Mahathir is
away in Italy on a short holiday, Abdullah said Dr Mahathir had technically
passed over to himthe responsiblity of making all necessary deci sions.

He added that he would be officially appointed as acting prine
m ni ster. when Dr Mahathir goes on a | ong holiday.

Abdul | ah said he did not at this time wish to cone out with any new
policy or decision, and would di scharge his duties well w thout creating
any doubts for Dr Mahathir

"While he is on holiday, he will know what is happening in the country
and t he governnent," he said.

Abdul I ah said that during the transistion period, Dr Mahathir's work
ef ficiency and status woul d be uphel d and everyone woul d abi de by him

"It does not nean that during this period, | wi sh to outshine himand
show that | ambetter than him...the prime nminister's presence nust be
respected and that's the wish of all of us at today's neeting," he said.

Asked about the Umo el ections schedul ed for next year, Abdullah said
the matter was not di sccused at today's neeting.

He said decisions on the matter woul d be made by the suprenme counci
and Dr Mahat hir hinsel f.

"When any decision (on party elections) is nade, today's decision wll
be taken into account," he added.

On the possiblity of power jostling anmong party | eaders, especially the
vi ce-presidents, next year, Abdullah said he was confident that unity would
prevail in the party.

"I f anyone thinks there will be confusion and squabbles after Dr
Mahat hir resigns, it will not take place considering the spirit shown at
today's neeting," he said.

Abdul I ah said he was al so touched by the support given to himas Dr
Mahat hir's successor by the heads of the Barisan Nasional (BN) conponent
parties.

The deputy prine mnister said everyone felt said that Dr Mahathir
would retire, but the reality was that the prine mnister would certainly
have to retire one day.

"I prom se that whenever | am asked to be acting (prime mnister), |
wi || appreciate what ever cooperation by the | eaders of the other conponent
parties.

"W will enphasise on the benefit of consesus, and make deci si ons



unani mousl y, " he sai d.

Abdul | ah said the rol e of maki ng deci sions unani nously that had been
practised by the BN all this years would result in greater confidence in
the country's political stability.
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