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SI AMESE COMMUNI TY G VES FULL SUPPORT TO BN

By: Abdul HalimTaib

KUALA LUVMPUR, July 16 (Bernanma) -- The Barisan Nasional (BN) is
expected to get the support of all 2,800 voters of Sianese origininthe
Pendang Parliamentary constituency, come polling day on Thursday.

Presi dent of the Sianese Associ ati on of Mal aysi a Dat uk Charern | ntacat
sai d he was confident of this based on the response fromthe comunity to
t he Bari san Nasi onal canpai gn.

He said the Sianmese community's support for the BN was not somet hing
new as they had al ways believed that only the BN coul d ensure their
wel | bei ng and that of the future generation

To date all problens affecting the community such as kampung roads,
land titles and hel p for Sianese Tenpl es had been attended to
satisfactorily, Chaerern Intacat said when contacted in Jitra today.

Recently, Kedah Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zai n handed
over aid totalling RM300,000 to the Siamese Tenple in Kanmpung Titi Akar for
t he purpose of setting up a Si amese Language School

At the function, the Chairman of the Pendang Si amese Community
Coor di nating Conmi ttee Chai rman Edi n Chok Edi n Proot gave an assurance t hat
the entire Siamese comunity in Pendang woul d support the BN which | ooked
after the interests of all races including the Sianese i n Mal aysi a.

Charern said in the last two or three days several ninisters visiting
Pendang had assured the Si anmese community that any unresol ved matters
affecting the community woul d be resol ved

He sai d t he Entrepreneur Devel opnent M nistry, for instance, had pl edged
to hel p nenbers of the Sianmese community to obtain Mara | oans and nore
pl aces for themin the Mara Juni or Sci ence Col | eges as they were consi derd
Bumi put er as.

Based on t hese pl edges and past hel p, the Sianese community woul d
definitely support the BNto repay all that it had done for the community.

Charern said anot her factor, which could not be disputed, was that the
Si amese conmmunity loved Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and
to return the many favours he had done for the comunity, they would surely
vote BN

He sai d another notabl e factor was that the 2,800 odd nenbers of the
Si anese comunity i n Pendang were Umo nenbers who had set up ei ght Umo
branches in the area.

Charern said in the |l ast two or three days several ministers visiting
Pendang had assured the Si anese comunity that any unresol ved natters
affecting the community woul d be resol ved.

He sai d t he Entrepreneur Devel opnent M nistry, for instance, had pl edged
to hel p nenbers of the Sianmese community to obtain Mara | oans and nore
pl aces for themin the Mara Juni or Sci ence Col | eges as they were consi derd
Buni put er as.

Based on these pl edges and past hel p, the Sianmese comunity woul d
definitely support the BNto repay all that it had done for the comunity.

Charern sai d anot her factor, which could not be di sputed, was that the
Si anese comunity | oved Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad and
toreturn the many favours he had done for the comunity, they would surely
vot e BN

He sai d another notable factor was that the 2,800 regi stered voters of
t he Si anese conmunity i n Pendang were Umo nenbers who had set up ei ght
Umo branches in the area.



O the 60,000 odd nenbers of the Siamese comunity in Mal aysia, nearly
50 per cent live in Kedah and 6,000 of themare i n Pendang. Mbst of them
are padi farners and rubber tappers like the najority of the Mal ays there.

Meanwhi | e a prom nent nenber of the Ml aysi a-Thail and Associ ati on, Boon
Somlnong sai d the Si amese comunity had al ways supported the Bari san
Nasi onal

Thi s was because they realised that only the BN was just and protected
religious freedomand the practices of the various cultures.

He said even though Malaysia's official religion was Islam the
government was |liberal to all races and all owed themto practise their own
way of life.

Boon Somsai d the Siamese comunity in Ml aysia held to the phil osophy
"Katan Yu Kat akwet hi " that is renmenber the good done unto you and return
the favour to them

Meanwhi | e, Associ ate Professor Dr ProomPromni chit, a nucl ear scientist
with Universiti Kebangsaan Mal aysia (UKM, said the Sianese i n Pendang were
strong supporters of the BN and this had al ways been the case.

He said in the General Election of Nov 29, 1999, the Siamese comunity
i n Pendang was solidly behind the Barisan Nasi onal

Dr Proomsaid the Sianese community |ike their Malay counterparts faced
probl ens of poverty and they needed t he Bari san Nasi onal Governnent to
continue hel pi ng them

He was confident that the BN Governnent woul d offer nore places to
Si anese students i n governnent institutions of higher |earning.

Mal aysi ans of Sianese origin nake up ni ne per cent of the 53,128 voters
i n Pendang. They live in Kampung Padang Pusi ng (about 400), Kanpung Titi
Akar (2,500), Kanpung Paya Mak | nson (about 250), Kanpung Padang Pel i ong
(about 550), Kampung G na (about 1,800) and Kanpung Tok Set and Kanpung
Lanpam (about 250 each).
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