07 JAN 2002
Mahat hi r-Di sci pl i ne
DI SCI PLI NE | S | MPORTANT | N | MPROVI NG ADM NI STRATI ON, SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 7 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamaed today said it is inportant for the Public Services to al ways uphol d
disciplinein order to inprove the adm ni stration.

He said discipline, as in other virtues |ike professionalism
efficiency and trustworthi ness, woul d go a |l ong way i n determ ni ng how
effective an adm ni stration woul d be.

"There is a lot of good things in obeying orders, eventhough soneti nmes
the order may sound stupid," he said when he addressed the third series of
the premer civil service assenbly at the National Institute of Public
Administration (Intan) in Bukit Kiara, here.

Dr Mahat hir recounted how 600 British nounted sol diers, follow ng an
order fromtheir | eader, charged into a valley of death where 2,000 Russi an
sol diers were waiting with guns, knowi ng very well all of themwoul d be
killed.

"I't is a wong order but if they did not charge, they woul d be gunned
down, " he said, adding the action of the British soldiers had earned t hem
respect fromthe people.

Dr Mahathir said: "I nake decisions that sound stupid to others."

"Sonetines it appears odd, but it is good to carry out (the orders)
with discipline. Wwll fail if we don't carry out. Professionalismand
disciplinein carrying out orders have made us what we are now," he said.

He cited as an exanple the i npl enentation of the national car project,
which was initially said to be a stupid idea but now had produced results.

Dr Mahathir al so said the Public Services needed to be continuously
i mproved, updated and upgraded so that its services wereinlinewth the
devel opnent and progress of the world.

He said district officers previously had acted |i ke "Rajas" but now
they had to go down to the grassroots to get close to the rakyat and
under stand their problens.

Conment i ng on a book harping on his differences with the | ate Tunku
Abdul Rahman, Dr Mahat hir sai d he appreci ated what the first prine mnister
had to do during his tenure then.

"I was young at that tine. (lI) was inpatient,"” describing the reasons
for differences between them and added, "Tunku was patient and cool . "
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