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REG ONAL TRANSPORTATI ON HUB FOR MsI A

MJAR, Dec 8 (Bernamm) -- The tourism transportation and food
i ndustries will be given a boost to ensure an econonmi c growmh rate of not
|l ess than 5.6 per cent in Johor for the 2003-2005 peri od.

Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani Othman said | arge investnents woul d
make Johor one of the main players in the food production and processing
sector in Ml aysia.

Abdul Ghani was speaking to reporters at his Aidilfitri open house in
Kanmpung Sungai Mati near here today. He was commenting on Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohanad' s statenent yesterday that the econony would continue to
expand next year with several new strategies to stinulate growh.

O her projects underway include the expansion of a 10,000 hectare
nmodern agriculture farmin Air Hitamand Kluang and the food-crop zoning
proj ect throughout Johor, Abdul Ghani said.

For tourism he said pronotions would be held locally and aboard to
draw tourists to neet the three mllion people target for the Visit Johor
Year 2003.

"W wil al so devel opnent a new sector - a consolidated systemthat
conbi nes air, sea and land transportation - to nake Mal aysia a cargo
| ogi stics centre in the region," he said.

I nvestments in the three econonmic sectors in Johor would spur growh in
2003 and contribute to strengtheni ng Mal aysi a's econony.

"Wth these large investnents in Johor for the 2003 to 2005 period we
can contribute to maintaining a growh rate of not [ess than six per cent
for the period," Abdul Ghani reiterated.
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