03/ 03/ 2002

"Dr M should not head proposed ul ama council'

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Pas | eaders regard as untenabl e the proposal that
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad chair the proposed Nati onal
U ama Consul tati ve Council.

They said as head of the Governnent, Dr Mahathir should not be invol ved
in any advisory body to the Government.

"Who woul d dare to give their views or advice if the Prine Mnister is
head of the ul ana consultative council?

Thi s whol e i dea of having a new body is not necessary at all,"’
i nformation chief Azizan Abdul Razak said.

He was commenting on the proposal by Yayasan Dakwah |sl am ah deputy
presi dent Abdul Manaf Ahmad.

Abdul Manaf was reported as saying that making the Prinme M nister
chai rman of the proposed council would enable himto listen to the views
of the ulama and participate in discussions.

This, he said, would al so reduce doubts or allegations that the
CGovernment was now separating religion fromthe country's adm nistration.

Azi zan, who is also Sala Assenbl yman, said no head of governnent shoul d
head an advi sory body to the Governnment if the latter was to function
ef fectively.

Pas Youth chief Mahfuz Orar said there was no way the council could
operate independently if headed by the Prime Mnister.

"I'f Dr Mahathir heads the council, all decisions will be controlled by
his thinking and they would surely bend to benefit Umo since it is the
Umo suprene council's proposal,” he said.

He reiterated that the proposed council would overlap the functions of
the National Fatwa Council .
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