10 AUG 2002
Mahat hi r- prem er
PRI ME M NI STER CLOSES PREM ER CUP

| POH, Aug 10 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad
today cl osed the 17th Preni er Cup Badni nt on Tour nament at I ndera Miulia
St adi um here.

The tournament saw 12 teans of wi ves of ministers and el ected
representatives, except fromKel antan and Ter engganu, vying for the trophy.

Al so present at the function were Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali,
Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi, Datin Seri Endon
Mahnmod and Perak Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Tajol Rosli Chazali.

In his speech, Dr Mahathir said the tournanment shoul d be conti nued
because it all owed wi ves of el ected representatives fromvarious races to
get together.

"We nust al so encourage as nany people as possible to enjoy the sport
as it helps to build up strong character in inviduals," he said.

Speaking in jest, the Prine Mnister said that although he was often
used as a role nodel in many fields, he hoped it would not be in sports.

"I amnot the sort who enjoys sports like ny wife here. Please | ook to
soneone el se as an exanple," he said.

Meanwhi l e, Dr Siti Hasnmah who i s chairman of Bakti, a welfare and
charitabl e body of wives of ministers and deputy mnisters, said the
t our nanent woul d be continued as | ong as the Bari san Nasi onal (BN) renmai ned
in power.

She sai d the tournanent whi ch began in 1985 originally had 14 teans but
with the shift in political power, Kel antan and Terengganu deci ded to
beconme observers.

"I hope in future both teans will al so conpete because it will help
strengthen unity," she said.

The tournanent was won for the fifth consecutive tines by the Sabah
t eam ( Baki sa) which defeated the Perak team(Baiduri) 3-2 in the finals.
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