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Dr M Najib nost experienced (HL)

Ahmad A Talib

DATUK Seri Najib Tun Razak appears to be the nost experienced to be nade
Deputy Prine Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said, besides the
fact that he is the nost senior Umo vice-president.

The Prime Mnister said this yesterday when asked whether an early
i ndication fromhimon the position of the next Deputy Prime Mnister
woul d be bi nding or otherw se.

Dr Mahathir was speaking at a Press conference just before | eaving for
Langkawi after a three-day official visit to Thail and.

He was acconpanied by his wife, Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasnah Mohd Ali,
Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar, Agriculture M nister Datuk
Mohd Ef fendi Norwawi, several Menbers of Parlianment and seni or government
officials.

El aborating, Dr Mahathir said he wanted to ensure a snooth transition of
power when he makes his planned exit in October next year, which was why
he nanmed Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi as his successor

Subsequently, at a neeting on Monday with Kubang Pasu Umo divi sion
| eaders in Seri Perdana, Dr Mahathir hinted that Najib coul d perhaps be
Abdul | ah' s deputy when the tine cones.

He again referred to Najib, who is Defence Mnister, as a possible
candi dat e when he went to Kedah on Friday.

He neverthel ess said the final choice was the sole prerogative of the
Prime M nister.

Dr Mahathir reiterated that he wants to avoid a power struggle in Umo
and stressed that he wished to see a snooth and effective transition of
nati onal political |eadership.

He was al so asked, now that he has nanmed his successor, what was there
to stop himfromfirmy namng the next Deputy Prine Mnister as well.

Dr Mahathir said there m ght be three or four candidates to choose from

but only one person could fill the post.
There are bound to be di sappoi ntnents, he said.
"In this case, | thought Najib is the nbst experienced in Governnent and

senior in the party.

"When | was picked | was the nost junior (vice-president), but that was
up to the consideration of Tun Hussein Onn (the then Prime Mnister).

"Since there won't be party el ections next year, | hope the transition
can really be smooth."

(Former Sel angor Menteri Besar Tan Sri Muhammad Muhanmad Tai b and
Donestic Trade and Consumer Affairs Mnister Tan Sri Mihyiddin Yassin are
t he ot her Umo vice-presidents).

VWhen asked to el aborate on the Umo el ections schedul ed for next year
Dr Mahathir said there was an "understandi ng" anbng suprene counci
menbers to postpone the party elections to a |later date, so that they
could focus on the general election.

The | ast party election, originally scheduled in 1999, was deferred to
2000 to enable nenbers to prepare for the general election which was held
i n Novenber 1999.

Dr Mahathir rem nded party | eaders that they have a duty to serve the
nati on.

He pointed out that he could have chosen ot hers when appointing a Deputy
Prinme Mnister, but he chose Abdull ah instead.

"We are appointed to serve the nation, not individuals,

the Prinme



M ni ster said.

Asked what are his plans after retirenment, Dr Mahathir said he m ght
write about his experiences and perhaps this could be a reference for
ot hers.

I n Kuantan, Abdullah said a decision on who would replace hi monce he
took over as Prine Mnister next year would only be made known after the
Pendang and Anak Bukit by-elections on July 18, reports R dzwan Abdul | ah
reports.

He said Umo was now working hard for the by-el ections and any deci sion
made now on his future successor could affect Barisan Nasional
preparati ons.

"I need sonme tine ...especially since Umo is involved in the com ng by-
el ections,” he said after a neeting with the Pahang Umo |iai son
comm ttee.

Al so present were Pahang Umo |iasion chief and Menteri Besar Datuk Seri
Adnan Yaakob, Najib who is deputy liaison chief, and Umo secretary-
general Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob.

Abdul | ah said he had expl ai ned to Pahang Umo that he woul d nake a
decision on the matter "as how it was wanted" by the Prine Mnister.

"But only after the by-elections, because full concentration should be
there. And before | make nmy final decision, | will discuss (the matter)
with the Prine Mnister."

He al so said he woul d neet each of the three party vice-presidents
bef ore announci ng hi s deci sion, which, he added, was a normal practice of
the Prime Mnister hinself.
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