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The Apec sunmit's |ost opportunity

Tan Sri Ranon Navar at nam

THE Asi a Pacific Econonic Cooperation (Apec) Meeting in Los Cabos, Mexi co,
turned out to be another sunmt that foll owed the US Agenda and lost a

gol den opportunity to effectively conbat terrori smand gl obal econonic
uncert ai nty!

Instead, it adopted a host of security neasures to counter terrorism
wi t hout grappling with sonme of its underlying causes!

G obalised terrorismw | therefore continue to underm ne the world
economy, which in turn will aggravate world poverty and oppression - and
could thus encourage nore terrorism

For instance, the world econony and the econom c prospects in Sout h- East
Asia will suffer as a result of the tragic bonb blast on the tourist

i sl and paradi se of Bali, Indonesia, on Cctober 12 2002.
In the absence of research studies that nust be nade, if terrorismis to
be countered at its very core, | would venture to suggest some reasons for

this rise in the "d obalisation of terrorism"”

Deep frustration that universal grievances and injustices are not being
addr essed;

Qppression and suppression as in the case of the Pal estinians, are
surely another cause for terrorism

The Pal estini ans have struggled | ong and hard to be independent and free
fromthe illegal Israeli QOccupation of Palestinian territory.

Consequently, the Palestinians are filled with extreme anger and hatred
agai nst Israel and the US that strongly supports the Israelis with arns
and ai d;

Extrene poverty and economic injustices could be a further cause for
terrorismas there is nothing to lose, as often there is little choice
bet ween death and acute deprivati on.

Consi der the pathetic plight of Iraqi children who are dying of
mal nutrition and starvation and | ack of basic nedi ci ne because of the
i nhumane sanctions, all because the US and its allies detest Iraq
Presi dent Saddam Hussei n!

The Third World has been exploited through col onisation for centuries
and in nost cases, left seriously depleted in good governance and in
resources.

The rich and powerful countries provide extensive subsidies to their
farners at the expense of inporting cheaper agricultural products fromthe
Third World countries.

Thus, cattle in the European Union are subsidised to the extent of US$2
(US$1 = RMVB.80) a day, while nore than half the world' s popul ation, of
about 6 billion poor people, earn a paltry US$1l per day, because they are
not allowed or unable to conpete with the highly subsidi sed Western
far mer s!

The followi ng are some solutions to conbat gl obalised terrorism and
economi ¢ decli ne:

The US and its allies should force Israel to withdraw fromthe illegally
Qccupi ed Pal estinian Territories.

The US, as the sol e superpower, should be even-handed in dealing with
the West Asian Crisis, instead of bowing to the i Mmense pressure fromits
own Jewi sh citizens and Israel itself.

Poverty all eviation should be given a much greater priority by the rich
countries,which instead are giving lip service to two-thirds of the



worl d's popul ation of 6 billions who are suffering fromthe |ack of the
basi ¢ human anenities that have been proclained in the Universa
Decl arati on of Human Ri ghts!

The International Financial System should return to the basic principles
of the Bretton Wods Agreement which will bring back economic stability
and prosperity to all countries, instead of sone manipul ative rich and
power ful countries.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s proposal that rich
countries provide just 1 per cent of their gross national product to the
proposed International Infrustructure Fund or equivalent, would help
stinmulate world infrastructure and econoni c grow h.

Thus, world econonmic growh would be based on genui ne production and
productivity, and not on nere noney specul ation

The US could beconme a world force for the good of other countries and
not dom nation and inperialism

The new Bush Doctrine of "Preventive War and Pre-enptive Action”, that
could plunge the whole world into the Third Wrld War or greater gl oba
terrori smand econom c sl owdown, should be rejected by the United Nations.

Instead, the US could seize the gol den opportunity to lead the world
into a New Economic Order which is dedicated to peace and freedom from
want so as to give real neaning to the Universal Declaration of Human
Ri ght s!

Then it will be possible to effectively fight global terrorismand
enhance the prospects for equitable and sustained gl obal econonic grow h.

This | ead shoul d have been taken by the US at the Apec Meeting in
Mexi co.

However, the US should strive again for world peace and prosperity and
not another war - before it is too |atel

In the nmeantine, Happy Deepavali and may its spirit bring enlightennment
to a darkening world econony.
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