12 SEP 2002
Abdul | ah- Pol i cy
MALAYSI A NOT A LACKEY TO ANY MAJOR POWAERS, SAYS ABDULLAH

LOS ANGELES, Sept 12 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia pursues a principled foreign
policy and is not a | ackey to any major powers, said Deputy Prime M nister
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badaw .

"When Iraq i nvaded Kuwait, Ml aysia supported mlitary intervention to
i berate Kuwait but when the United States continued with air strikes
agai nst lragq, we opposed this.

"Simlarly, we have cooperated with the US-led fight against gl oba
terrorismbut we will oppose any unilateral mlitary action against Iraq
especially when no solid evidence has been provided to the internationa
community about the threat that Iraqg poses,"” he said.

"This shows that Ml aysia has a principled foreign policy and we wil |
not blindly support anyone. We will offer our support when we believe that
the action is right and is consistent with the norns of internationa
| aws, " he said.

The Iraq i ssue nust be discussed at the United Nations in order to
obtain the agreenment of the international conmunity on howto proceed with
the matter, he said during a gathering with about 150 Ml aysi an students
and nenbers of the Ml aysian community based here Tuesday.

Abdul | ah al so asked Mal aysi ans residing abroad to remain | oyal citizens
who woul d pronpte national interest overseas whether it was through
busi ness or as professionals.

He told the students to utilize the educational opportunities given to
them by the governnment to contribute to the progress of Ml aysia.

When asked about his plans when he takes over as Prine Mnister in
Cct ober next year, he said: "I will continue the policy of pursuing Vision
2020 as that is the collective vision of all Ml aysians as articul ated by
(Prime Mnister) Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir (Mhanad)."

At an earlier function organi sed by the Asia Society here, he asserted
that there would be a continuity of policy foll owi ng the | eadershi p change
i n Mal aysi a.

"The governnent will remain business-friendly and Malaysia will renmain
an open trading nation conmtted to denocratic governance," he said.

Anmong ot her things that the Deputy Prime Mnister discussed with the
Asi a Soci ety which conprises academnm ¢ and busi ness | eaders were US- Ml aysi a
bilateral relations and regional issues.

Abdullah is in Los Angeles en route to New York to deliver Malaysia's
statement at the United Nations CGeneral Assenbly on Saturday.
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