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TALI BAN: UWNO WANTS FOREI GN M NI STRY TO SEND PROTEST TO US

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 24 (Bernama) -- The Umo Suprene Council today called
on the Foreign Mnistry to send a menorandumof protest to the United
States (US) governnment over their treatnent of Taliban prisoners which was
descri bed as i nhumane.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, who is al so Umo
president, said the party's Suprenme Council mneeting today al so t ook note of
the treatnent given by Washington on the 158 Tali ban prisoners at X-Ray
Canmp whi ch had al so been criticised by human rights groups in the West.

"The Suprene Council voiced its protest agai nst the United States'
handl i ng of the captured Taliban sol di ers who were detai ned i n Cuba which
t he Suprene Council finds inhumane.

"Thus, the Suprene Council calls on the Foreign Mnistry to send a neno
to the United States governnent," he said at a press conference after
chairing the neeting at the Umo headquarters, here.

Accoring to the report, the US Governnent had brought 158 prisoners
fromthe US base i n Kandahar, Afghanistan to the Guantanano Bay Naval Base
in Cuba, including 14 who arrived on Mnday.

The i nmat es had typically been brought to Cuba in shackl es and
handcuffs, wearing bl acked-out goggl es, earnuffs and surgi cal nmasks to keep
them from biting.

Meanwhi | e, Dr Mahathir said the Suprene Council neeting today al so
di scussed t he dangers posed by the Kunpulan M1itan Ml aysia (KMV
citivities which ainmed to toppl e the governnment through vi ol ence.

"W have enough evi dence on their involvenent in violent acts and their
pl ans to use vi ol ence, as well as their connection with international
terrorists,” he said, stressing that the KM had no confidence in the
denocratic system

He sai d t he government had i dentified many nenbers of the group and
action to detain those i nvol ved had been taken whil e i nvestigations on the
activities of other KM nenbers were still ongoi ng.

Dr Mahathir said the government had | aws that prevented certain crimes
fromhappeni ng and al | owed detention w thout trial.

However, court action would be taken if there were proofs that they had
conmitted crimnal acts, he said.
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