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Mahat hi r - Reacti on
MALAYSI ANS CONFI DENT OF SMOOTH TRANSI TI ON

KUALA LUMPUR, June 26 (Bernama) -- Ml aysians fromall walks of life
are confident of a snmooth transition of power fromPrime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad to Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Haji Ahnad Badawi between
now and Cct ober next year

The Ml aysi an Trades Union Congress in a statement said its nenbers
accepted and respected Dr Mahathir's decision to retire in Cctober next
year.

"W accept the fact that change cannot be avoided and this is also true
in the | eadership of the nation," the MIUC said in a statenent.

The MIUC sai d Ml aysi ans should take pride in this systemof transition
of power.

I n Johor Baharu, vice president of the Johor Consumer Association
Fai zal Haji Orar said Dr Mahathir's wisdomin agreeing to stay on until
Cct ober next year woul d preseve political and economic stability and ensure
continuity.

He said Mal aysi ans were relieved and confident that no untoward
political incidents would occur after hearing the statenment from Umo
Secretary-Ceneral Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob yesterday followi ng the Umo
Supreme Council neeting and the expression of full support for Abdullah by
al | Barisan Nasional conponent parties.

Johor Gerakan Chairman Teo Kok Chi said the people while wanting Dr
Mahat hir to continue | eading the country should al so accept the fact that
there would cone a time for |leaders to retire.

Johor Gerakan fully supported the transition of power as announced by
Tan Sri Khalil and was confident of the country's continued peace and
progress.

Pensi oner Yahya Zainal, 63, who wal ked all the way to Johor Baharu
Bernama office, to express his views said the Umo Supreme Council and BN
| eaders had made a wi se decision in accepting Dr Mahathir's decision to
retire.

"W all |ove Dr Mahathir who had made i mense contributions to the
country and now we shoul d respect his decision. He needs sonetine for
himself and his fam |y after having given his best to all of us," he said.

Lokman Junit, who sells Islamc Artistic |Inmage goods in Pontian,
expressed support for the transition of power.

Conpany executive Dr R Sankaran said Dr Mahathir's decision to retire
whi |l e being at the height of his success showed that he is a great
statesman as it is rare for persons in that position to give up power.

Pahang Umo Youth while respecting the decision of Dr Mahathir to
retire expressed full support for Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmaed Badawi as the
fifth Prine Mnister of Ml aysia.

Its head, Ismail Saari said even as the country still needed the
| eadership qualities of Dr Mahathir, Ml aysians should al so accept the fact
that the country needed a new crop of |eaders to continue headi ng the
nation in the future.

"W hold in high esteemDr Mahathir and will be loyal to himand at the
same time we will be undivided in our support for Datuk Seri Abdullah's
| eadership of the nation," he told Bernanma

I n KUALA TERENGGANU, the Mal ay Students Federation (GPMB) expressed
confidence that Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahmad Badawi as Prime M nister would
continue with the | eadershi p of excell ence.



Its Secretary-Ceneral Syed Anuar Syed Mohanmad said the GPM5S was
grateful to Dr Mahathir for placing his trust in Datuk Seri Abdullah to
continue leading the nation after his retirement in October next year.

The GPMs was convinced that Datuk Seri Abdullah with his w de
adm ni strative experience, calibre, dynam smand chari sna woul d ably | ead
Mal aysia into the chall enging era of gl obalisation, he said.

He said the GPM5S was proud that Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah, one of its past
presidents, had been given the honour to |lead the nation after Dr
Mahat hir's retirenent.

Meanwhi | e Negeri Senbilan Umo has expressed full support for Datuk
Seri Abdullah to | ead the nation after Dr Mahathir's retirenent.

"W will ensure support for Datuk Seri Abdullah is conprehensive right
fromthe grassroot level. This is our responsibility ....preserve unity so
that our party will remain strong and hel p Abdul l ah during this transition
of power," Menteri Besar and State Umo Chief Tan Sri Mhaned | sa Abdu
Sarmad sai d.

"The state Umo al so wi shes to express its appreciation to Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanad for withdrawi ng his resignation and agreeing to the
period of transition," he said after chairing the state executive counci

neet i ng.
"The Negeri Senbilan Umo thanks Dr Mahathir for placing the interest
of the party above that of his personal and fanmly interest," I|sa said.

kepentingan diri dan kel uarga bel i au.

"Hence Umo and the BN have retained the tradition of transition of
power in the spirit of harnmony and goodwi Il ," he added

Meanwhi | e Johor Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani O hman sai d Johor Umo
and the BN had full confidence in Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi as Dr
Mahat hir's successor after October next year.

"We have full confidence in the | eadership of Datuk Seri Abdullah in

the di scharging of his duties as Umo president and Prine Mnister..... we
are giving himour solid support.”
He said the state Umo and BN woul d al so explain to all levels of the

arty the transition of power fromDr Mahathir to Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah
bet ween now and Cct ober next year.

"I believe all party menbers and the people very nuch appreciate the
approach that has been adopted and unity and support will prevail during
this period of transition of power,"” he told reporters.

Abdul Ghani, who is Johor Umo Chief and Chairman of the State BN, said
Johor accepted Dr Mahathir's decision to retire by the end of Cctober.
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