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KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 26 (Bernama) -- The establishnent of the Qpen
Uni versity of Malaysia (OUM is an inportant step towards producing
Mal aysi ans who have at | east a degree, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
t oday.

The prime mnister said that as Mal aysia was now in the information
technol ogy age, the people' s command of know edge nust be enphasi sed.

He said that the future of a country was determ ned by its people who
are not only highly educated but also skilled in their chosen fields and
wi se in assessing all matters.

"We need our citizens to have know edge so that in future our country
will be filled with workers who are not only know edgeabl e but al so
efficient in thinking, analysing and differentiating between the good and
the bad," he told reporters after giving a briefing to Puteri Umo, here.

Earlier, he opened the OUM the country's seventh private university,
at Jalan Tun ismail, here.

Dr Mahathir said that as the governnment could not have all the people
getting formal education at the institutions of higher |earning, the best
way for themto get a degree was to allow themto acquire know edge through
di stance | ear ni ng.

"I'n this way, working students can seek know edge during their free
time through the various special courses tailor-made for them

"W don't just want Mal aysians to go to school and be able to read and
wite, we want nore than that. \Were previously we did not care whether
there were | essons or not, now everything has changed,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir also said that the response to the OUMsince its
establ i shment two years ago was encouraging and it now had 7,000 students.
More opportunities woul d be opened to working individuals including

mlitary and police personnel, he said.

The university, which operates fromthe former Public Service
Departnent conplex in Jalan Tun ismail, here, has a network of 25 centres
nati onw de.
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