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Mahat hi r - Cormonweal t h
COMVONVEALTH COUNTRI ES NEED TO ACT

From Zaharah O hman

LONDON, Feb 27 (Bernama) -- Commonweal th countries need to act on
i ssues such as disparity between the rich and poor countries, terrorismand
mar ket access if they were to remain rel evant.

Thi s was the out conme of the Conmonweal t h Partnership for Techni cal
Managenent (CPTM neeting yest erday.

The three-hour cl osed door neeting was attended anobng ot hers by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad and Ugandan Presi dent Yuweri Kaguta
Miuseveni .

According to Datuk Dr M haela Y. Smth, chief executive of CPTMLtd
after the neeting, these are three key i ssues of concern to devel opi ng
countries and the Commonweal th countries need to take action on these
issues if they want to renmmin rel evant.

Dr Smith said that President Miseveni, as convenor of CPTM Fel | ows,
will articulate these issues at the Commonweal th Heads of Gover nment
Meeting (CHOGM) in Australia next nonth.

Dr Mahathir said the neeting was held "to prepare the m nds" of nenber
countries.

"This is just an internal discussionto prepare the mnds for CHOGM and
al so for the Langkawi I nternational Dial ogue,"” hetoldjournalists waiting
in the pouring rain outside the CPTM Ltd bui |l di ng.

Dr Smith, who greeted the Prine Mnister on arrival, briefed himand
Presi dent Museveni before the special cl osed worki ng sessi on.

O hers present were Lord Craig of Radl ey, convener of the Crossbench
Peers, Prof Thomas DeGregori, an economnist with the University of Houston,
Sir Martin Laing, director of John Laing Plc, Sir Charles Masefield, vice
chai rman of BaE Systens and Sir Geoffrey Pattie, senior partner of
Terrington Managenent .

The CPTM evol ved froman i dea nooted at the CHOGM i n Kual a Lunpur in
1989. The objective is to boost technical cooperation between nenber
countries' public and private sectors.
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