24 DEC 2002
Mahat hi r - Chri st nas
OUR GENUI NE CARI NG ATTI TUDE SOVETHI NG TO BE PROUD OF, SAYS DR M

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 24 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said
today he is proud of Malaysians for truly showi ng concern on humanitarian
i ssues regardl ess of race, religion and politics.

The Prime Mnister said this was evident fromthe fact that there were
non- Musl i mvol unteers, including Christians, from Ml aysia who were willing
to do their bit for Muslins in countries |ike Afghanistan, Pakistan and
Pal esti ne.

"This is one trait beneficial to our country because we are really
concerned about and give inportance to hunanitarian matters, not race,
religion or politics. W should preserve this quality," he said in his
Chri st ras nessage.

Dr Mahathir said the peopl e have reason to be thankful and proud
because the oppression of Muslins by non-Miuslins in other countries was
condemed not only by Muslins in Ml aysia but al so non-Mislins.

Nowadays racial and religious conflicts frequently happened in ot her
countries but they did not influence Ml aysians, who continued to live in
peace and harnony, he said.

"W shoul d al ways preserve such traits. Indeed, they have brought us
many benefits," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the high level of tolerance shown by Ml aysi ans had
enabl ed themto live in peace and harnony al t hough they were of different
religions, cultures, |anguages and racial origins.

In extending his Christmas greetings and those of his wife Datin Seri
Dr Siti Hasmah Mohaned Ali to Malaysian Christians, Dr Mahathir urged the
people to strengthen their ties by calling on their friends during such
festive occasions.

"Let's maintain the atnosphere of peace, which can contribute to the
devel opnent of our bel oved country and wel |l -being of all of us,"” he said.
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