28/ 11/ 2002
PM gi ves reason for suspension of funds to religious schools

Ram an Sai d

KUALA LUWPUR, Wed. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said

t he Governnment suspended funds to Sekol ah Agama Rakyat tenporarily as it
does not want to see the creation of society with Mislinms know edgeable in
religious matters only.

He said such a situation would not augur well for the country as Muslins
shoul d possess skills and know edge in various disciplines as demanded by
Islam lest they be |left behind.

Dr Mahathir said it was not necessary for all Mislinms to becone ul ama or
religious teachers, hence there was no necessity for parents to cl anour
sending their children to religious schools.

He said national schools should be the preferred choice as besi des ot her
subj ects being taught, religious education was al so not negl ect ed.

Besi des, children fromvarious races m xi ng together would al so enhance
nati onal unity and cooperation, elenments that should be strengthened as
t hey had hel ped the country to remain prosperous and peaceful over the
years.

Speaking at a Hari Raya aid presentation cerenony to orphans at Bangunan
Tabung Haji, the Prime Mnister said having too many qualified persons in
religion would serve no one any good.

"For exanple, the CGovernment has advertised 100 vacancies for religious
teachers but 4,000 applied. This nmeans 3,900 people will not be
successful...they will also find it difficult to get other jobs as they
are not trained in other fields.

"This is the problemthat will create tension in our society especially
anong Muslinms. Frustrated, they might turn to undesirable activities.”

The Prime Mnister said if every Muslimwas to becone an ul ama, problens
could crop up especially when everybody held dissenting views on religious
matters.

As a result, the community would be divided into groups and sects, each
with their own | eaders which woul d weaken |slam further.

He said parents shoul d understand why the Government wanted their
children to be sent to national schools.

He said the Governnent was a bit disappointed that its efforts to
integrate children while in school had not been that successful as the
Mal ays, Chinese and Indians preferred to have their children study at
religious and national -type school s.

"Rel i gious education is also taught at national schools and for those
who choose to make it a career, simlar with other disciplines, they can
further their studies in universities and coll eges offering such courses.

"This is the best approach that should be adopted by us living in a
multi-ethnic society.™

Dr Mahathir explained this was the real intention of the Government in
suspending aid to religious schools.

"W will have religious schools but we will not assist those who pulled
students from national schools to study at a place lacking facilities and
trai ned teachers.

"Wirse, they do not teach religion but other things Iike howto hate
government |eaders. This is totally opposite the true teachings of Islam
that they should inpart to the children.”

Dr Mahathir said the Government was committed to devel opi ng |Islam but
the need to master non-religious skills should not be negl ected.



On the event, Dr Mahathir praised the organiser, the Federal Territory
Musl i m Orphans Wl fare Association, for its untiring effort in providing
assi stance to needy children, including non-Mislins.
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